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Icon of the Most Holy
Theotokos of Boholyubovo
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“boxa Martn nonobuna ue micue ...”

Lito 4ynoTBOpHY IKOHY, SIKy BLLAHOBYEMO
pa3oM 3 AesiKUMMW MOLaHOBAHUMU CrIMCKaMM it
Ha 1-ro NUMNHS 3a rpUropiFHCLKUM KaneHgapem
(ue — 18-ro yepBHS 3a ONIAHCBKUM), HaNMcanm
Ha npoxaHHsa KHassa CB. AHapis
Borontobcbkoro, BHyka yniobneHoro Benukoro
KHsasa Kuiscbkoro Bonogummpa MoHomaxa (no
rpeubkoMy «MOHOMaxoc» TOBTO «TOM XTO
B6opeTbecs cam»; Bonoanmmp 3006yB Le
npis3BuLLEe Yepes CBOK MaTip, Aka byna A04Ko
BisaHTincekoro imnepatopa KoHcTaHTuHa IX
MoHomaxa).

Y p. 1155 AHgpin nepeHocumBeS 3
Buwropoga B obnacti KuiBcbKin Ha niBHIY 00
3emenb Cysganbcbkux. BiH Bi3 3 coboto
yyaoTBOpHY IkoHy Boxoi MaTepi, siky Hanucas
Cs. €BaHrenicTt Jlyka. Ta B ogHOMY MicLi
6nmsbko 7 KinomeTpiB Big Micta Bonogummpa
Ha piyui KnasbMi, KOHi SKi TArHyNM Bi3 3 IKOHOMO

“The Mother of God loves this place...”

This miracle-working Icon, which is
celebrated together with several venerated
copies of it, on July 1 according to the
Gregorian Calendar (corresponds to June 18
on the Julian Calendar) was written at the
request of Kniaz’ St. Andrei Boholyubs’kyy,
grandson of the beloved Great Kniaz’ of Kyiv,
Volodymyr Monomakh (Greek “monomachos”
— “he who fights alone”; Volodymyr got this
surname through his mother, a daughter of
the Byzantine Emperor Constantine 1X
Monomachos).

In 1155 Andrei was moving his
residence from Vyshhorod in the Kyiv oblast’
north to the lands of Suzdal’. He was bringing
along with him a miracle-working Icon of the
Mother of God written by St. Luke the
Evangelist. At a certain point, some seven
kilometers from the city of Vladimir on the



http://www.uocc.ca/
http://www.uocc.ca/en-ca/faith/articles/frikutash/
mailto:kutash@unicorne.org

3YMVHUANCSA | HE MOXHa Byno iX 3pyLnTu.
AHfpin nonpocus Bnaguky Mukonasi, akmi
cynpoBoauB 1oro, Bignpasutn MonebeHb
nepeg IKoHoo, a To4i YBIMLWOB Y CBil HAMET Ta
rapsiye MonmuBecs Ha camorTi. BiH Togi no6auns
BUAiHHA Boxoi MaTepi, sika Tpumana 3BUTOK Y
CBOIV pyui. BoHa nonpocuna noro nobyaysatu
LlEPKBY Ha LibOMY MICTi 1 NOBE3TU IKOHY 40 M.
Bonoanmupa (MiCcTo B340 CBOK Ha3BY Bif
KHs3a Bonognmmpa MoHomaxa, AHApIieBOro
aigycs). AHgpin noobiuse BUKOHATKM LE i
Brniagnumus nigHana ceoi pyku go Heba
oTpumaTy 6narocnoseHHs Big i CuHa, Akuin
3pasy nosiemBcsa Hag Heto, nobnarocnosus
3eMIto i Todi BUOIHHA 3HUKIO.

IkoHy, siKy Bi3 3 cob0t0 KHA3b AHApIN,
BcTaHoBUNM B Cobopi YcneHHs B M.
Bonogumupi i Big TOro yacy BoHa ctano
Bigomoto, gk «Bonogummpcbka (Kueso-
Buwropoaceka) boxa Matu», ogHa 3
HanbinbL BiZOMUX NpaBocnaBHMX IKOH: (0Cb

TyT).

Lla nogia Tak 3BopyLumMna KHa3s, Lo BiH
A0opy4nB 34iOHOMY iKOHONUCLIEBI HaNMcaTu
IkoHy Boxxoi MaTepi, Takoto Sk BiH 1T 6a4mB y
BUAIHHI. BiH Takox nobyaysas LlepkBy Ha Tomy
Micui, oe 3ynuHunmca 6ynm noro KoHi, a NoTim
HaBKOJ10 HET MOBCTaB MOHACTUP i MIiCTO, sike
BiH Ha3BaB borono6oBo («micue, sike nobutb
Bory»), kaxyuun: «boxa MaTtu nonwobuna ue
Mmicue».

AHLpIA He 3ragyoTb NPUEMHO Noamn
YKpaiHm 60 X Y KHSKNX MiKYCOBULAX MOMIDK
Ky3vHaMu, SiKi HOCUIN BUCOKE iM'A «KHA3b» BiH
3i CBOIM BIlCbKOM 3pyiiHyBaB OyB mMaTipHe
micto Kuie B p. 1169, i e ocTaTto4yHO Npu3Beno
Ao ynagky Kniscbkoi Pyci i Tak oo
BCTaHOBMNeHHs1 MOCKOBCLKOI iMnepil, ska Ha
GaraTo cToniTe 3anmana Ykpainy. Taki gii, Ha
»Kanb, He Haa3BUYarHi Ans amoiTHUX nogen,
60 x BNaga, anga nogewn, skux npupoaa
nocnabneHa n NOLLKODKEHA IPIXOM, YM HE
HanbinbLw NpnBabnNMBUIA HAPKOTKK.

OpaHak AHgpis 3ragyemMo Ha LiepKOBHOMY
KaneHgapi ToMy L0 NOro BOMIM MeLUKaHLi
noro micta Bonognmumpa (nogibHo sk yéunu
Cs. Iropst mewkaHui Kuesa), gki noTim
po3KasnnCh | CTanun BBaXkaTu 1MOro 3a
«CTtpacTtoTepnusy, TOBTO OQHMUM 3 KHSKMX

River Klyaz’'ma, the horses drawing the
wagon which carried the Icon stopped and
could not be induced to move on. Andrei
asked Bishop Nicholas who was
accompanying him to offer a Moleben’ before
the Icon and then went to his tent to be alone
in prayer. He then saw a vision of the Mother
of God holding a scroll in her hand. She
asked him to to build a Church upon the spot
and to bring the Icon to Vladimir (the city was
named after Kniaz’ Volodymyr Monomakh,
his grandfather). Andrei promised to do so
and the Lady raised her hands to Heaven for
a blessing from Her Son, Who immediately
appeared above Her, blessed the land, and
then the vision disappeared.

The Icon Andrei was bearing was
indeed installed in the Cathedral of the
Dormition in Vladimir and has come to be
known as the Vladimir (Kyiv-Vyshhorod) Icon
of the Mother of God. Today it is one of the
most familiar of Icons: (see).

Andrei was so moved by this event that
he commissioned a skilled iconographer to
write an Icon of the Mother of God as he had
seen her in his vision. He also built a Church
on the spot where the horses had stopped
and a Monastery and then a town grew up
around it. He called the place Boholyubovo
(“place loved by God”) saying “The Mother of
God loves this place”.

Andrei is not remembered fondly by the
people of Ukraine, for in the internecine
struggles between the cousins who bore the
lofty title of Kniaz’, he and his forces sacked
Kyiv, the Mother City, in 1169, and this
ultimately led to the downfall of Kyiv Rus’ and
the ultimate rise of the Moscow Empire which
eventually occupied Ukraine for centuries.
Such actions are, ala, not unusual for
ambitious people, for power - to humans
whose nature has been weakened and
corrupted by sin - seems to be the most
seductive of drugs.

Nonetheless Andrei also has a place
on the Church calendar for he was murdered
by the inhabitants of his city of Vladimir (as
was the case with St. lhor who was killed by
the inhabitants of Kyiv), who then repented
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My4yeHuKiB, CMepTb SAKUX nNpuragye npo
Hacnigkun mixkycobuupb. MNepeBaxHo Ui
CTtpacToTepnui CNOKINHO NpuManu cBOo
CMepTb HaBiTb He nigHimaroum 36poi, wob cebe
3axucTuTU. Takum Y1HOM BOHM Hacnigysanu
Nocnoga Haworo Icyca Xpucta, Akun He nas
CBoiM Y4HsM 060poHNTH Woro, konu Woro
HecnpaseasiMBo 3aTpumanu, 3acygunu,
My4unnun Ta po3n’anu — i Tak BiH 3006yB
OCTaTO4Hy Nepemory Haf cMepTo. AHAPIS Tex
crtanu HasueaTu «borontobebkumM» 3a TUM
MICTOM, SIKOro BiH 30yayBaB Mig HaTXHEHHAM
BUAiHHA Boxoi MaTepi.

Hexain Haw Bnaguuunus Mupy, boxa
MaTu, cBOIM 3aCTYNCTBOM NPUCHIWNTL Npuxig
TpMBanoro Cnokow Ha 3emnax KHasiB - i no
BCbOMY CBITi. AMiHb.

and came to view him as a “Passion-bearer”
(“strastoterpets’™), one of the royal martyrs,
whose deaths are seen as a reminder of the
consequences of internecine strife. Most of
these Passion-bearers peacefully accepted
their death without raising a weapon to
defend themselves, thereby imitating our
Lord, Who did not let His followers defend
Him when He was wrongfully arrested,
condemned, tortured and crucified — and thus
winning the ultimate victory over death.
Andrei also came to be known as
“Boholyubs’kyy” after the town he built,
inspired by the vision of the Mother of God.

May our peaceful Lady, the Mother of
God, by her intercessions hasten the coming
of peace in the lands of the Kniazi - and in all
the world. Amen.

July 1, 2012




