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CBaTi MyyeHnkn ®deonemMnTt
i deoHa

Holy Martyrs Theopemptus
and Theonas

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

«A — ®eonemnT, €Ennckon, cnyra lcyca
XpucTa. A He BMep a XXuBumn, xo4 Tu
HakKasaB MeHe ymepTBUTWU.” (3 Kummis
HanucaHoro CB. QumuTtpiem
PocTtoBCbKUM)

Y Hageuip’s Ceata borosiBneHHs,
18-ro ciyHA 3a rpuropiaHCbKUM KaneHgapem
(ue — 5-ro ci4Ha 3a niaHCbKMM), MU
CBATKYEMO Nam'saATb ABOX MyyeHukiB
XpUCToBUX, SKMX iIMeHa roBopsTb Npo bora
— M0 rpeubkoMy «Teoc» - deonemnTa n
®eoHy. Mepwwnin 6ys €nmnckonom, a gopyrumn
— yapogiem, AKoro 3aaHraxxyBanm
ymMepTBUTU €nnckona.

3aBepLUEHHS gpaMun IXHbOro
3€MHOr0 XUTTS PO3BMHYMNOCH B MICTi
Hikomigii (cborogHi ue —I3mit y TypeyuuHi),
CKOpO nicrnis Toro, ik TaM younu tucsadi
XpuctusaH Ha CeaTto Pisasa XpuctoBoro B
302 p. 3a Haka3om imnepartopa
MakcumiaHa. A toai B 303-my p. noro cnis-
imnepatop HiokneTiaH (284-305)
NPOOOBXMUB Lie FoHIHHA. PeBHICTb LMX
BoNnogapis 40 TpaauuiiHux 60riB pUMCbKMX
(KMX B OCHOBHOMY MPUAHANN BOHU 3
NMaHTEOHY rpeLbKoro) NiaAcUnuno
NpoBILWEeHHs BiA opakyna 6oxka AnoroHa
npo Te, WO «HEBIPYOUi» NepeLLKompKaloTb
OTPUMAaHHIO BiCTeW, AKX XOTinu 3gobysaTn
puMcbKi Bonogapi Big 6oris. PewTa uiel

“l am Theopemptus, the Bishop, a
servant of Jesus Christ. | am not dead
but alive even though you ordered me
killed.” (from the Vita by St. Demetrius

of Rostov)

On the Eve of the Feast of the
Theophany, January 18 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is January 5 on the
Julian) we celebrate the memory of two
Martyrs for Christ. whose names refer to
God: Theopemptus and Theonas. One
was a Bishop, the other a sorcerer
enlisted to bring about the Bishop’s death.

The closing drama of their earthly
lives unfolded in the city of Nicomedia
(today Izmit in Turkey), shortly after
thousands of Christians were put to death
there on the Feast of the Nativity of Christ
in 302 at the order of Emperor Maximian.
Then, in 303, his co-emperor, Diocletian
(284-305) continued the persecution.
Besides the zeal of these men for the
traditional gods of Rome (which had
largely been adopted from the Greek
pantheon), there had been a reading from
the oracle of the god, Apollo, to the effect
that “the impious” were hindering the
receiving of messages sought by the
Roman rulers from the gods. The rest of
this account comes from the Vita written
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po3noBigi noxogutb 3 XKummisi, AKoro
Hanuncae CraBHWI YKpaiHCbkuI ariorpad,
Cs. OumunTpin PocToBChKMiA.

Brnaguui ®eonemnTy, SKOro im’'s
o3Hayae «nocrnadmn boromy, npuinwos
Haka3 NPUHECTM xepTBy 6OXKY ANOMOHY i
BiH pilLyye BiJMOBUBCS, XO4 NOMY
norposysanu cMepTio. BiH Bignosis
cnosamu CB. lNucebma: «[H]e nakanTecs
TUX, XTO Tifno BOMBae, a AyLwi BGUTK He
moxe» (MaTtsis 10:28), i gogae «Tu maew
Bnagy Hag MOIM TifTlOM — YMHM, Wo Oaxaew
3 HUM». [liokneTisiH Haka3aB crnanuTu 1oro
KUBLIEM Y Nevi.

Konuce BaBUNOHCHKUIA KOPOSb
HaByxogHocop y 600-my p. o Xpucta 6ys
npuk3as noaibHy gonto ansa Tpbox OTpokiB
Wagpaxa (AHaHii), Mewaxa (Mucaina) Ta
ABegHera (Asapii), Toai Konu BOHK
BigMoBUNUcA BGynum NOKNOHATUCA NOro
inony. Ix BpaTysas Axren, Akun aas im
NoYyTTS, WO NONYyM's Lie — Ha4ye NPUEMHUN
BiTepeub. Liboro AHrena 1 no6aumnu B
neuvi, gk yeTBepTy ocoby, a Llepksa
no6ayuna B Hbomy 06’aBNeHHsA rpsay4oro
Mecii, BTineHoro bora CuHa, Opyry Ocoby
Mpeceartoil Tponui. Tpboi OTpokis
nomuHaemo B niarotosLi Ao CeaTta PisaBa
30-ro rpyaHs 3a rpuropiaHCbkum
Kanengapem (ue — 17-ro rpyaHs 3a
ONiaHCbKNM)..

[liokneTistHOBI BOSIKM po3nanunnu iy
a deonemnT cam yCKOYMB Yy Hel, Lob He
3any4nTn BOSIKIB y AyLLOryB6HOMY 3M04MHI
imnepartopa. Bosku Biginwnu, BneBHeHi B
TOMY, LLO HIXTO HE Mir 61 BUXUTN B TakOMy
BaXKKomy BMNpoboByBaHHI0. Ta ®eonemnT
He TiNbKN BUXKKB, ane n NpM1ILLOoB 4o
nanatu imneparopa, po30yanB 1Oro i
ckasaB nomy: ««A — deonemnT, €nmckon,
cnyra lcyca Xpucta. A He BMep a Xvsun,
xod Tu HakazaB MeHe YMepTBUTU.»
MpomoBMBLLK LE — | CUITbHO LM
HansikaBwu [iokneTisHa, Bnaguka
NoBepHYBCS 0 neui.

PaHeHbko [iokneTisaH nocniwune oo
MicCLs1 CTpaTh B Hagil, WO NOro HiYHWIA TFicTb
NpocCTO NpubyB NPOCTO 3 AKOroChb
HenpueMHoro cHy. BiH 3anuTas BOSIKIB YK

by the renowned Ukrainian hagiographer,
St. Demetrius of Rostov.

Bishop Theopemptus (whose
name means “sent by God”) was ordered
to sacrifice to Apollo and he firmly refused
to do so even though he was threatened
with death. He responded with the words
of Scripture: “[D]o not fear those who Kkill
the body but cannot kill the soul” (Matthew
10:28), adding “You have authority over
my body — do what you will”. Diocletian
ordered him burned alive in a furnace.

The Babylonian King
Nebuchadnezzar, in 600 B. C., had
ordered a similar fate for the Three Holy
Children Shadrach (Ananias), Meshach
(Mishael) and Abednego (Azarias) when
they refused to worship an idol of himself.
They had been saved by an Angel who
made the flames feel like a cool breeze to
them. This Angel was seen as a fourth
figure in the furnace and the Church saw
in Him an epiphany of the coming
Messiah, the incarnate God the Son, the
Second Person of the Trinity. The Three
Holy Children are commemorated in
preparation for the Feast of the Nativity on
December 30 on the Gregorian Calendar
(which is December 17 on the Julian).

Diocletian’s soldier fired up the
furnace, and Theopemptus jumped into it
himself rather than involve the soldiers in
the murderous crime ordered by the
Emperor. The soldiers departed, certain
that no one could survive such an ordeal.
However Theopemptus not only survived,
but came to visit the emperor at his
palace, woke him up and told him: “I am
Theopemptus, the Bishop, a servant of
Jesus Christ. | am not dead but alive even
though you ordered me killed”. Having
made this declaration - and scared
Diocletian almost out of his wits, the
Bishop returned to take his place in the
furnace.

Early in the morning Diocletian
rushed to the execution sight, hoping that
his visitor had been part of a particularly
unpleasant dream. He asked the soldiers




BOHW AIMCHO CTpaTUIM CBOro CBATOrO
B’A3HSA. BoHWM 3aneBHMAM noro npo ue, ane
KONnW NornsHynu B nidv, ocb Tam deonemnt —
uinun i 3agoposuni. HiokneTisaH OyB UinkoMm
onaHOBaHUM A3NYHULIbKOIO 3a06000HHICTHO.
BiH BUpiWKMB, WO Le siIkacb CUIbHA Maris
TYT nogisna i noctapascsi 3HaNTH
HaNMOTYTHILLIOro YakriyHa B CBOil imnepii,
OO NepemMorTu Lie «XpUCTUSIHCbKE
YapoaiNCTBOY.

deoHa 6yB cnaBHMM YapodieM i BiH
nogaecs i MOro NpUMHANIKM Ha U poboTy.
BiH nepLue nok3aB cuny CBOro YaknyHCTBa
[liokneTisiHy po3pi3aBLin Ha ABi piBHi YacTi
JuKoro 6uka cBoiM Tinbku crioBom. A Tofai
nas ®eonemnTy ABi NANAHUYKU, B SKMUX
yknaB 6yB cunbHy oTpyTy. Bnaguka ix
CMOXMB HE Big4yBLUM XXOOHOI LUKOAW Bifd
HuX. PeoHa ToAi BKNaB e CUNbHiLly
OTPYTY B BOAY i 3HOBY €MNMCKOMN CNOKINHO Ti
BMNMB | gani 6ye 30BCiM 300pOBUNA.
3po3ymiBLUK, WO BiH OyB CBiQKOM ABOX
BeNUKnx Yygec ®eoHa BUKMNKHYB, LLIO
Tinekn Bor mir 6u 6yB Le BYMHUTK. BiH
ckasaB imnepartopy: «A - XpUCTUSHUH i
nokrnoHsca Posn’stomy!»

Ta [iokneTisaH gani TpumaBcs CBOro
3a0060HHOro NepekoHaHHs, LLO Lie Bce
Oyno BHaCnigoK SKOrocb YapoaincTea 3i
ctopoHn ®eonemnTa. Bnagnky pasom 3
PO3KasiHMM YaknyHoMm 3abpanu 4o B's3HUU,.
Tam Ce. PeonemnT NpoBiB KaTexmnsauito i
oxpectus ®eoHy, AaBLInN KOMY iM'S
CuHesin, Wo o3Ha4vae «MnoBHUN
3po3yMiHHs». Moro nepuie iM's, Wwo
03Hayae «Bnusbkui Bory» (Mir BiH HUM
KopucTyBaTuUCs, WOoO6 nigkpecnmTn noro
YaKIyHCbKi aTNaHTW) BUSBUIOCS TaKu
npopounm, 60 X 1oro Bipa Bigkpuna goctyn
po bnaroparti Big €anHoro IctnHHoro bora
noyepes CeaTy TanHy i BiH NPOCBITMBCA
B6oxxecTBeHHOLO [pemyapicTio Ta cTaB
cnpasai 6nnasbkum Vowmy.

CnonyyeHHsa Boxum npomMucnom
XUTTA unx ABox My4deHuKiB CKOpo
3asepumnnock. danbLli Myku He
ckonuxHynu Bnaguky i deonemnty
OCTaTOYHO BIACIKNM ronosy. Tak xe He
3MOrno Hiwo ckoNuxHyTn CrHesis i Ton

whether they had indeed executed their
saintly prisoner. They assured him that
they had, but when they all looked into the
furnace, there was Theopemptus, alive
and well. Completely under the sway of
pagan superstition, Diocletian thought
some sort of powerful enchantment was at
work and he made haste to find the most
powerful sorcerer in his kingdom to defeat
the “Christian magic”.

Theonas, a renowned sorcer,
applied and was chosen for the job. He
demonstrated his power to Diocletian by
cutting a bull into two pieces simply by
some whispered words. He gave
Theopemptus two cakes into which he
had put a powerful poison. The Bishop ate
them and felt no ill effects at ill. Amazed,
Theonas then put another powerful poison
into some water — and again the Bishop
peacefully took it, drank it and continued
to be perfectly well. Realizing that he had
just been a witness to two great miracles
Theonas cried out that only God could
have done this. “| am a Christian”, he
declared to the emperor, “and | bow down
to the Crucified One”.

However Diocletian clung to his
superstitious conviction that this was all
due to sorcery on the part of
Theopemptus. Both the Bishop and the
penitent sorcerer were taken to prison.
There, St. Theopemptus catechized and
baptized Theonas, giving him the name
Synesius which means “full of
understanding”. His original name
“Theonas” which means “one who is close
to a god” (perhaps a propaganda tool to
advertise his power as a sorcerer),
actually turned out to be prophetic as his
faith brought an outpouring of Grace
through the Sacrament from the One True
God and he was enlightened by divine
wisdom and so truly became close to Him.

The providential linking of the lives
of these two Martyrs soon reached its
culmination. Further torments failed to
sway the Bishop and Theopemptus was at
last beheaded. Neither could anything




npocnasue bora, NPUNHABLUN CMEPTb

3aKOMaHHSAM XMBLEM Yy rnMbokomMy poBi. Tak

AK i 6yBae 3 gpyrumm CBaTumu, ski
HaBepHynMca 0O XpucTa Big a3n4HMUTBa |
Moro npocnaemnm CBOIM XUTTAM, MO0 iM’S
SA3NYHMKA UM XKe CcTano XpPUCTUAHCBLKUM i
camMe HUM MOro M NOMUHAEMO B KaneHnaapi
Llepksn.

Poanosigb npo ®eomnemnta i
deoHy nporonoLlye nepeodbpasyovy cuny
locnoaa, wo 3abupae TeMpsaBy 1 rpix CBITy
CBoiM XpeLLeHHaM y pili Mopaati i ue
3aBepye CBOE CMepPTIO Ha
*KueoTBopsLiomy XpecTi, K i npoasnse
CBoim BockpeCeHHAM 3 MepTBUX i
BosHeceHHAM Ha Hebeca, nocunatoun
CeaTtoro [lyxa Ha Csoto cnacaemy Hum
Npomagy. Lia po3nosigb Npo cnaciHHs —
yacTuHa Cesara [MpocBiveHHS, KM €
borosiBrieHHs, i M1 3a Hel ASKyEMO 1
npocnasnsaemo locnoga. Hexawm i mu, sik

Cg. ®eoHa, sk 3006yB HaTXHEHHS Big CB.

deonemnTa, BiAkKMHEMO BCi 3a0000HHOCTI i
Oynemo wopas BinbLuy NpocBiveHi CBITIOM
Bipy 1 npemygpocTi. AMiHb.

sway Synesius and he glorified God by
accepting to be buried alive in a deep
ditch. As is the case with other Saints,
who had converted to Christ from
paganism and glorified Him by the
testimony of their lives, his pagan name
“Theonas” now became a Christian one
and it is by this name that he is known on
the Church Calendar.

The story of Theopemptus and
Theonas proclaims the transforming
power of the Lord, Who takes away the
darkness and sin of the world by His
Baptism in the River Jordan by John, and
completes this by His death upon the Life-
giving Cross, as borne out by His rising
from the dead and ascension to Heaven,
sending the Holy Spirit upon His
redeemed community. This story of
salvation is a part of the Festival of
illumination which is Theophany and we
praise and thank the Lord for it. May we
too, as was St. Theonas, inspired by St.
Theopemptus, cast aside all superstitions
and be ever more enlightened with the
light of faith and wisdom. Amen.
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