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Mupo3sbKa IKoHa BoXKoi
Marepi, 1198

The Myrozh Icon of the
Mother of God, 1198

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

«3 Mpeuncroro O6pasa NpoAUAUCA CIbO3U 3
060X oueii i NOTEKAN HEMOB piyKa...»

Ha 7-ro »oBTHA (24-ro BepecHs Ha
HONIAHCbKOMY KaneHAapi) MM LIAHYEMO LLLe
04Hy IKOoHy Boxoi MaTtepi — M1po3bKy.
OpwuriHan mas noasuTtnca B p. 1198-my B
Cnaco-lMpeobpaxkeHcbkomy MoHacTupi,
AKOTro 3acHyBanu NpubansHo B p. 1156-my
Mpenopo6bHi OTui HUbOHT Ta ABpaamili 3
Kneso-levepcbKoi J/laBpu Tam, 4e cXoaaTbca
piukKn Benunka Ta Muposkka y m. Mckosi (oro
Ha3Ba NoxoAuTb i3 cnosa «lneckos» - Bif,
NAECKOTY XBWUAb), PiAHOMY MicTi Bennkoi
KHsarmHi Ce. Onbru, 6abyHi Ce. Bonoanmmpa
Benukoro, Xpectutens YKpaiHm-Pyci.

Y noAasyHii KHM3i MoHacTUps 3anmcaHo im’s
Kuiscbkoro KHA3a CBATononkKa. Lle Bkasye Ha
Te, Wwo MoHactmp icHyBas ao p. 1015, koam
uei ambiTHMIN Bonogap nosenis 3abuTtu cBOIX

“From the All-Pure Image were tears from
both eyes, and like streams did flow...”

On October 7 (September 24 on the Julian
Calendar) we celebrate another Icon of the
many lcons of the Mother of God, the Myrozh
Icon. The original is said to have appeared in
1198 in the Saviour-Transfiguration Monastery
which was founded about 1156 by Sts. Niphont
and Abramius of the Kyiv Monastery of the
Caves at the juncture of the Rivers Velyka and
Myrozha in the city of Pskov (an abbreviation of
“Pleskov”, relating to the lapping of the waves),
the native city of the Great Knyahynia, St. Ol’'ha,
grandmother of St. Volodymyr the Great,
Baptizer of Ukraine-Rus’.

The name of the Kyivan Knyaz’ Svyatopolk is
listed in the thanksgiving book of the
Monastery, evidence of its existence prior to
1015 when this ambitious ruler had both of his
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ABox bparis, Ceatnux CTpactoTepnuiB bopuca
1 Tniba, Wwob 3aneBHUTM CBOE NEPEEMCTBO Ha
MpecToni, Yam 3acnyxuB Big CBOro Ta
rPAAYLLMX NOKOiHb Ha3By « OKaAHHWUIAY.

Yyma wanina B okonuui, konum 24 sepecHs/7-
ro »oBTHA 1567-ro p., Ha CBATO KOHUYMHMK
cniB-ocHoBHUKA MoHacTtupa, Cs. ABpaamis,
nosABwWAacA YyaecHa o3HakKa. IkoHa novana
nnakaTu. [laBHili onuc Npo Le Kake, Wwo
CTPYMOYOK C/li3 NOTiK 3 060X ouen boxoi
Marepi i npuHic y340pOBAEHHA Ta
6narocnoBeHHA 6araTbom. ApPXMENUCKON
MimeH McKkoBCcbKU | HoBropoacbKkmm
61arocnoBmB BLLAHOBYBAHHA |KOHM
Mupo3bKOi Big TOro 4acy.

Mwupo3bKa IkoHa € «OpaHTolO», TOH6TO BOHA
nokasye boropoaunLo MotoLLY, @ TAKOXK i
IKOHOO 3HaMeHHOI — TOBTO Ha Hii
3HAX04MTbCA MeAaNbUOH, 3 AKOTO BBECb
Borocnacaemuit mup bnarocnosnsie Emanyin,
Xpuctoc-MnageHeub. Kpim IkKoHM Murpo3bKoi,
B AKiN 6aummo Tinbkm boxy MaTw € i iHWwa, Ha
AKiN MNpasegHuit KHA3b JOBMOHT, ASUYHUK 3
JInTeu, AKMI CcTaB BiagaHUM XPUCTUAHUHOM
Ta MUpHoO Bosozis NMckosom noHag, 30 niT,
CTOITb MO ii NpaBuui. A No niBmL,j CTOITb MOro
cynpyra, MpasegHa KHArnHAa Mapisa, nisHiwe
CxumoHaxuHsa Mapda, aka ynokoinacb 8/21
nunctonaga 1300-ro p..

06uasi IKoHN —yynoTBopHi. CnaBa nNpo
NiKyBanbHY cmay IKOHM CMOHYKana
Mockoscbkoro Laps, IBaHa Bacuniesnua,
LUMPOKO Bigomoro nig Ha3Bow «PO3HUIN»
(1530-1584), 3abpatn i 3 McKoBa,
3a/mMwatoum B MoHacTMpi TOYHMIM CNUCOK fi.
IKOHM — He NPOCTO TBOPM MUCTELTBA, a
nposasu borkoi baaroaaTi 3aBAAKU
boroBsTineHHA, AKMMm bor HeBigMiHHO
NOEAHABCA 3 MaTepia/IbHUM KOCMOCOM B Icyci
XpucTi. OTOXK MM BBAXKAEMO, LLO CMINCKN
OpuriHanbHMX IKOH TaKOX € cepeAHMUKaMU Ti€el
camoi bnarogari, AKa BUNAMBAE 3 OpPUriHaNIB.

Mix iHWKWM nig KiHeyb 19-ro BiKy, Konn
nepepobnanu MpeobparkeHcbknin Cobop y

brothers, the Passion-bearers Sts. Borys and
Hlib, killed in order to secure his hold on the
throne, an action which prompted his and
generations to come to call him “Okayannyy”
(“the Accursed”).

A plague was ravaging the countryside when,
on September 24/October 7, 1567, on the feast
of the repose of the Monastery’s co-founder,
St. Abramius, a miraculous sign occurred. The
Icon began to weep. An ancient document says
that a stream of tears flowed from both eyes of
the Mother of God and brought healing and
blessing to many people. Consequently
Archbishop Pimen of Pskov and Novgorod
blessed the commemoration of the Icon on that
day from that time forward.

The Myrozh Icon is an “Orans” (“Praying”) Icon
as well as an Icon of the Sign, i.e. one in which,
from a medallion on the upper part of her body,
Christ-Emanuel blesses the universe He has
come to save. Beside the one in which the
Theotokos stands alone, there is another
Myrozh Icon in which the Righteous Kniaz’
Dovmont, a pagan from Lithuania who became
an exceedingly devoted Christian, and reigned
over Pskov, for the most part quite peacefully,
for over thirty years, stands on her right. His
spouse, the Righteous Knyahynia, Mariya
Dmytrivna, later Schema-nun Martha, who
reposed on November 8/21, 1300, stands on
the other side.

Both Icons are considered to be miracle-
working. The Icon’s reputation for healing led
the Tsar of Moscow, Ivan Vasiliyevich, popularly
known as “the Terrible” (1530-1584), to take it
from Pskov, leaving the Monastery with an
exact copy. lcons are not simply works of art
but manifestations of Divine Grace through the
Incarnation by which God united decisively with
His material universe in Jesus Christ. Thus we
hold that copies of original Icons are also
vehicles of the same Grace that flows into and
through the originals.

Incidentally towards the end of the 19th




McKoBi, TO 3HaMLWAN NpeKpacHi ¢ppeckm 3 12-
ro BiKy, AKMMK BYyNM NpUKpaLLlyBanm Xpam.
LLle ogMH NpMKnag LbOro pigkicHOro cTuato
LLePKOBHOIO MUCTELITBA 3HAXOANMO B LiepKai
Cs. Kupuna OnekcaHapiricbkoro B Kuesi.

bnaropatb ui€i IKOHM TaKOXK HaBicTUNA
Uepksy B KaHaai. O. MpotoanakoH Haszapiin
MonaTtaiko, pa3om 3i CBOEI APYHKUHOLO,
TaTAHoto, NpaLtotoThb 3i cBoei CTyaii
ikoHorpadii im. CeB. Aninia Ta AHApinA
PybnboBa — paHiwe B BiHHinesi, a 3apa3y
OTTasi. Lle BOHW Hanucanu IKoHW gna
IkoHocTacy B Konerii Cs. AHApesA B BiHHINesi,
AK TAKOXK cepito IKOH CBATMX YKpaiHW, AKi
npumiwLytoTbca npu KoHcnctopii YKpaiHCbKOT
MpasocnasHoi Llepksu B KaHagai. O. Hasapia
MeHTopoMm B IKoHorpadii byB chaBHMit Ta
noboxHuit 0. 3iHoH Teoaop (poaom 3
Mwukonaisa B YKpaiHi) came 3 MMpo3bKoro
MoHacTtups.

Hexalt Hawa Bnaguunus, aka npuHecna
B34,0pOBNEHHA HapoaoBi NcKkoBa, micTa
NAECKOTY XBW/1b, MPUHOCUTD LiNHOLLLI BOAU
BnarogaTi HaWKM cepuam Ta Aywam, Wwob mu
OOCTOMHO cnyXunu ii CuHoBI, wo Yyepes Hei
HapoAMBCA ANA CNACiHHA BCbOro CBiTy. AMiHb.

century, during a remodeling of the
Transfiguration cathedral in Pskov, there were
discovered beautiful frescoes of the 12th
century, with which the church had been
painted. Another renowned example of this
style of Church art is found in the Church of St.
Cyril of Alexandria in Kyiv.

The Icon’s grace has touched the Church in
Canada as well. Protodeacon Nazari Polataiko,
together with his wife, Tatiana, work from their
Sts. Alipij and Andrew Rublev Icon Studio,
formerly in Winnipeg, and now in Ottawa. It
was they who wrote the Icons for the
Iconastasis in the Chapel at St. Andrew’s
College in Winnipeg, and as well as a series of
Icons of Saints of Ukraine, which are at the
Consistory of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of
Canada. Fr. Nazari was mentored from the
Monastery of Myrozh by the renowned and
saintly Iconographer, Fr. Zinon Teodor (who
hails from Mykolayiv in Ukraine).

May our Lady, who brought healing to the
people of Pskov, the city of lapping waters,
bring the healing waters of Grace to our hearts
and souls so that we might worthily serve the
Son She brought into the world for our
salvation. Amen.




