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The eventsin New York after the terrorist attackonthe World TradeCentreandthe escalationof
violencein the world of recenttime have,onceagairl focusedWesternsocietiesto discussthe
subjectsof violence,terrorism,andwar. The discussionis beingstrengthened
evsnmore aftel the
recentescalationof violencein kbanorq Israel,andlndia It is only to be expectedthat the
subjectof wr andviolencewill be a subjectof discussionfor the generationto coms. For us it is
importat to examinethe subjectsof violence,terrorisnl andwr &om the ffirodox p€rsp€ctive
focusingon the p.$t aswell ason conternporarytheologicalthought. It must be sffessedat the
beginningthat this analysisis not exhaustivein its fieafnent of thematerial.By ernphasizingSe
reality of violence,terrori$r! andwar in the theologicalperspective,I shall leadthe discussionto
a different dimensionof our analysigwhich includesapossibleparadigmfor the solutionfor &is
problemin today's globalizedworld ftat is basedon Trinitariantheology.
The contemporaryworld finds itself in a stateof spiritual mxchy.t Eventhe most democratic
societiesof the Westernworld arefacinga decayof the spirituallife of or:r existence.The
spiritual stagnation,nihilism, andthe disintegrationof the wholecivilization might explainthe
reasonfor warsamongthe nationqreligrong anddenominations.Vigoroushatreds,cruel
animositiesandthe strugglesto controltre naturalresourcesof the planetbetrxeenthe nationsand
sonmlunitiesof the globere desfroyingour contemporarycivilization. Accordingto some
contemporaryphilosophers,today'sdeclineof morality andthevalueof life re,rrindedus of the
situationin Germanybeforethe SecondWorld War wherethe birth of Fascismwasinwitable.2
What is very interestingin the discussionofthe conte,mporary
stateof our world is the fact thx
althoughour world becomesa "global village" with the pluralismof diversity of faiths,cultures
andideologies,the sarneworld witnessesan explosionof violenceandwarsof frrndamentalism
in
conjunctionwith ethnicandreligiousexclusivism.
Accordingto conterrporaryOrthodoxthoughl war is an ethicalfailure anda moral denialof the
rights of the other.' ln otherwords,war is an absenceof solidarityandunity amongmen.o
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It is an absenceof creativity and life.5 War is the most exfieme form of violence.u It is a
phenomenor4 which continues to exist despite all the efforts of mankind to coexist in peace. The
use of force upon the individual is violace conunitted on others.T It is a violence that dedes the
aspectsof &eedom aad liberty. The denial of freedom and liberty in war might even be compared
to the denial of freedom and liberty within a culturally developed and sophisticated society, where
people ae not even aware of this fact or really believe that they actually do live in a free society.
An individual might be denied his freedom by the control of media or a denial to the accessof
information tightly contolled by the govefimslt.
Violence implies an attitude towards man which treats him as an object and not as a s,ubject. ln
addition" the smte can be applied to the commerciaUeconomic-dominated society that constantly
treats man as an object. ln war, man €i$es to be a human being and regards the other human
being not as man.8 ln multicultural and multi-denominational societies that geneiatesquite high
rates of racism, xenophobi4 etc., the worship of terror and violence night be transfomred into a
religious cult or a form of idolaty, as is evident inpredominant$ fundamentalist countries or
fomd in &e Christian frmdarrentalisrn of Western societies. In the context of idolatry, a specific
group to achieve the ultimate goal tansforms the traditional beliefs in deity into an instrument. {n
recent events in Palestine and Israel, we saw the Palestinian god and the Israeli god at war with
each other. Mmy of the "terrorist'' groups involved in conternporary viole,nceand wa may have a
Muslim base, but are in fact motivated by political aims. Contemporary'oterrorist" groups of the
firndamentalist Islamic background are as dedicated to their "god" as the IRA or even the ETA are
dedicated to a "god" becausetheir membership baseis Christian. What gught be very interesting
about a cult is the fact that &e cult createsits own god of its own value.' The denial of a
traditional god by the cult and the worship of violerce and force by the state, is in fact a denial of
man.to ln the state,where terror and violence is the ultimate ideology of the state,human life is
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cheapenedand the personality of an individual is diminished to the role of an insrument. A
similar conclusion &om the other perspectiye can be derived &om the materialistic state of the
developed world where the human value of life is derived *om economic stability. The evidence
ofthe first argument is found in the German concentration canps, where in the name of the
ideologr of Fascisnq we find the ultimate act of dehumanization. In reality, it is an ultimate
dehumanization of society. The cult of violence and terrorism and the approval of bloodshed by
the state for the highet causeof war are extrelne forms of anti-personalism,ll At the sametime,
the use of violence, terror and murder is an indication of a weaknessin the system.l2 ln
application to the contemporary situation ofthe worl4 this might be the indication of the
weaknessnot only of the countries of the fimdamental ideolory (fundamentalism of tslarn) but
'tffestern
also of contemporary democracies of the
world wi& their use of force and violence.
From anotier side, the exfieme worship of teror and violence for the sake of the state, cyeatesthe
reahty of fanaticism. The reality of religious fanaticism is so strong mrd dangerousthar additional
analysis needs to be done in order to understandthis phenomenon.
Christiadty, with it's emphasison the free will of the individual, is radically opposed to the
worship of violence and force.l3 Freedom and the vrill of an individual have a higher value for
Christianity. According to the New Testarnentand Orthodox theology, we ougbt to love orr
eremies and reject hatred and vengemce.'o The main core of the messageof the New Testament
regarding war, violence and terrorism is seenin the writings of the Early Church Fathers. ln the
*riting of Origen we read: "For we no longer take up "sword against nation", nor do we "learn
wtr any mofe", having become children of peace, for &e sake of Jesuq who is our 1eader".15
Hippolytus of Rome, who advisesthe soldiers in the ranks not to kill anyone, took a similar
approach to the subject of wm. According to Hippolytus of Romg umyonewho disobeys the
teaching of the Church should be excommunicated.16Although the Erly Church Fathersrejected
any aspect of violence in the life of the early Christian Church, the situation changeddrastically in
the fourth and fiffi csnturies with the Christimisation of the Romar Empire.tT Becauseof the
firndamental changesChristianity in the Roman Ernpire, the Church acceptedwar and the use of
violence as a "regrettable necessity" to prevent greater evil. The Church developed a theory based
on fhe ethical argument of self-defence. The acceptanceof the "necessity of violence" by
Christianity never abolished the core of it's evangelical teaching. Becauseof this reasonNicholas
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I in the ninth century denormcsdwtr as o'alwayssatanic in its origin'.18 In caseswhen the Church
condemned offensive war, the Church found it impossible to condemn defensive rvar in order to
protect the innocgnt and children.tn A:r idfltical approach has been maintained in the Orthodox
Church up to this time.
We must strongly emphasizethat the development of the Christian &eory of "regrettable
necessity" is the last and imperfect resort to prevent the self-destruction of individual. This ra&er
painful and often miswtderstood theory developed by Christianity, cannot be basis for the
justification of the use of violence and terrorism. The theory of self-defence carmot be a basis for
the escalation of violence against innocent childre4 women and the elderly. Any contemporary
theories of "regrettable necessity" developed by modem statesin order to justifo the use of
violence and war are in complete contradiction to the intention of Christianity. The use of selfdefence war, as seenin today's Christian world, is an abuseand deformation of the principle of
life that allowed people to coexist for c.enturies. The abuse of this theory by modem statesto
justify their military activrty in order to ercploit or to securenatural resonrcesis, from the Christian
perspective, atrocious. We must avoid reductionisrn of the utilitarian nature that reducesthe wellintended phrase "regrettable necessity" to a useful instrument that sanctifies the political agenda
and action. It is regrettable that it was Christianity that developed this theory, which has become a
justification for the horror aordviolence in modern society.20
The use of violencg according to the Orthodox Church, is understood as a lesser evil in order to
prevent a grcater evil.- _Sometimes,man has to commit a sin of violence in order to protect the
highest values of 1ife.21The destruction of human life, irduries, destroyed families and material
lost is seen,in any of war, as a consequsnceof evil.22 Although there are ?mong conremporary
theologians many theories of evil, we can not contribute all the aspectsof viole,lrceof
contemporary war to evil alone. In fact, the escalation of war in Afghanistan as evil, has to be
pantially contributed to the policy of the Western developed countries, who anned the Talibar and
Osama bin Laden and contributed to the emergenc€of the "black hole" in Afghanistan that has
existed there over the past 20 years. In effec! contempora'y statescontribfied heavily to the rise
of evil in the form of violence and war in the world,23 Although violence is used in order to
prevent greater evil, it is never blessedas such and never identified with perfect Christian
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morality.24 This is the position of the Orthodox Church regarding violence, terror, and war. A
position that denouncesviolence in order to maintain the peace and vision of the Kingdom to
come.
Based on &e above, allow me to present some possible paradigms as solutions to the problem of
violence and war in a globalized society. The Orthodox Church, by proclaiming the Trinitarian
aspectof our Go4 has the potential and responsibili4, to give the directives for the stability of the
world.2s It is a stability based not on individuai speculation, but stability derived and orierted
towards the ultimate and eschatologicalvalue of life. These paradigms are not ready solutions for
the problems of violence, terrorism and war in the world. They merely allow us to look beyond
our rational mind in order to find the solution to the problern.
For the fust paradigrn we have to affinn that Church is life in God and "...not of this world" (John
18:36). Church is not an idea or philosophical, political, or ideological thought which could be
put under discussion and classified as any ather human concept. Becausethe Church is the "living
icon ofthe Holy Trinity" in the world, the €ntire world with all its complexities and problemg is
the domain of the Church. According to Maximos the Confessor "...the Church is the print and
image of the whole world" which consists of visible and invisible substances".%Although ttre
Church has a distinctive identity with a specific mission in the world, actions for jqgace, peace,
and the stability of the world are constitutive dimensions of the Church is mission.'' Becauseof
this distinctive mission of the Church in &e worl4 indifference and excessivedetachment are
excluded from the theology of the Ortlrodox Church.28 The Church is the image and likeness of
the Holy Trinity and as suchttre Holy Trinity constitutes her being inthe world. The Church
reflects God's unity in the Holy Trinity.2e In other words, the Church mirrors the cornmunion and
othsrnessthat exists in the Holy Trinity. The Three Personsare one in nature, but the Falher, the
Son, andthe Holy Spirit are absolutely different.3O If the Church is the mirror of aTriune Go4
the Church, in parallel, also representsa multiplicity of persons in unity of life. There is absolute
interdependenceamong the members of the Churclr, which also testifies that together with the
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unity &ere is diversity. Each member of the Church is different and becauseof this diversity they
need each other. Unity of the Church is achieved in the diversity of its mernbers with the nahral,
society, and spiritual compleities.3r The diversity of the members of the Church is being
tansfigured and existentially transcendedto the higlrer and only idea of unity of Church: "Where
there is neither Greek, nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarim, Sqthian, Slave nor
free: but Christ is alt and in all' (Col. 3:11; Gal. 3:28; Eph. 2:14).32According to St. Panl" the
Church presentsherself as an eschatological "globalized" society, which trmscsnds the reality of
the world. The respect to the identity of each specific country or society is necessaryin order to
achieve the goal of stability and peace. The urification of the world does not mean the rurificdion
and codification of the particular identities of the world into a unified global ideology or belief
Any attempt to uniS the identity of the diverse gfoups or societies, using for example the
economic factor, will only result in the resisttrlce and violence agains such an attempt.
Based on this ecclesiological argumenq the Church presentsto the modern world a model of life.
If there is a sfrong te,ndencyamong the developed countries of the world to globalize the world,
we have to maintain in the unified world the diversity of identities. Globalized society cannot
exclude cultural identity, tradition, national patriotism and love for the specific cauntry. Al*tough
in the globalized world all the cultures flow across territorial boundaies, they cannot be reduced
to ane of the elements cf technological dwelopments or aspectsof wcrld economy. The prccess
of rurification of the world cannot abandonttre reality of the diversity of humankind. We re
different only on the basis of the acknowledgernent of diversity. ln today's globalized society
there is no room for isolationism, fundanentalism, or exclussivism just as there is no place for
political, cultural, or intellectual domination.33 Globalization increasesthe inclusiveress of
national and cultural diversities givrng meaning to their existence. In the reality of the unity of the
world, human beings have to learn how to respect &e other person E'ith all his identity and
experience of life. From the Christian perspectivg there should be a challenge to globalization
from a faith perspective and resistanceto the unilateral domination of economic and cultural
globalization.l Based on the evidence of violence in the world in the last couple of years, we
have to agree that the world will not be ready for unification until the basic principle of culturaf
religious, and national diversity is not ac*nowledged and preserved. The imposition of the will of
the minority of the developed world, which just happens to have the majority of power, upon the
individual undeveloped countries and the disregard of the value of the identity to the specific
community wifl bring future conflicts and violence. Globalization cannot lead to a common
vision of globalized world societies based on the choices of the power'fuI disregrding the specific
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characteristic of cultures, religions, languagesor form of expressions.3sAccording to the last
analysis of tle linguists, due to globalization, the number of distinct languagesin the world will
shrink at the e,ndof this cfffirry from aboye 6000 to around 3000- a loss of some thi4y langunges
each year.36 Religious, cultural and linguistic syncretisnr, as it is seenfrom the perspective of the
new trends in the world, cannot be the solution to the diversity of hurnankind. The violerfi
expressions in some parts of the world re legitimate expressionsof the globalized world. An
irony lies in the fact that when many so-called fundamentalist societies are ready to compromise
with the process of globalization, the de,mocraticnations, with the influerce in the world, are rot
ready to meet them halfuay. On the ofher side, the democratic countries of the West will turn a
blind eye to fundamentalist/despotic governments as long as they are granted accsssto natural
resources. ln ordsr to reduce future violence and war among the nations, ethnic gloups and major
religions in the globalized world, there has to be an assuranceof equality emong nations and
religions - without exception. The horrific events of September 1lth in New York have to be seen
in the entire spectrum of globalized society. Tragrc evenfs after the Septernber l lth might be the
culmination of the misconception of Western developed countries to treat this aspet so
marginally. We might be d the point where we need to create a new politics for our governments,
which will think anew and act anew in a nelv globalized reality. The globalized world aeeds a
new conc€pt of life and a new inclusive politics that is ofyet undeveloped in most of the
countries. Man needs a new type of thinking if humankind is to avoid violence, survive and to
move toward a higher level of globalization. ln the process of globalization we need to create a
network of cultures which does not exclude diversitv. but embracesall the diversities of cultural
systems.3?
The second paradigm, also basedon tre dogma of the Holy Trinity, is directed to the equality of
the individual. In the Holy Trinity there is an equality thd penefratesall the aspectsof Trinitarian
life. The Three Personsof the Holy Triniry re equal and one in nature.38 If we mirror
analogically the equality of the Holy Trinity into our daily life, we have to strongly emphasizethat
all human beings and societies are equal in honour. The identity of the individual being as well as
the identity of the communities or counffies has to be recoguized as equal in honour and respect.
Altttough our communities and countries might be different in the context of technological
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achievernents,they are equal in their identity. The technological development of &e particular
country cannot be a leading factor to the cultural, religious, or social domination in dre world.
The Western World cannot force unto other societies an economic ultimatum to become part of
the global market ec,onomyby becoming democratic and refonning the economy. The utilizstion
of the mrket economy of the specific society cannot be an ultimatum of their inclusion into a
globalized world. Equality among the particular nations or cultures requires the need of assistance
and respect. Modernity has to flnbrace and honour the national heritage of every human being.3e
In globalized society, man has to avoid any form of superiority of culture or tradition above &e
other. Ws have to emphasizethe fact that culture, which embodies beliefs, values, attitudeq and
rules of behaviour, enablesthe specific cultures or nations to expresstheir own identities, so
fundamental for their own existence. ln the unified worl4 societies, cultures and ethnic gtroups
need the diversity and equaliff of each other in order to appreciate and understard each other. It is
fundamental for the globalized world to learn how to appreciate the 'personal pluralism" so
irnportant in the contemporary world.s It is a call that needsto be heard and implemented.
Although the economical factor is very important in the globalized worl4 it cannot be fte leading
or the only factor for the unification of global society. Human beings cannot be reduced to factors
of economy or wealth. The diversity of mankind is derived not &om the economic pldorm of
life but from the inner world of man. The identity of people develops regardlessof the economic
development at particular society. Becauseof this, in the unified world we have to safeguard the
identity of an individual in order to ses aprosperous globalized society.
Another very important factor in the discussion ofglobalizatio4 which relates to our analysis, is
the disfibution of the material wealth of the world. While it is true that the averageincome of
people has been growing, there is a growing income gap between rich and poor countries.at
In the majority of the poor countries, people live in poverty and have less than one dollar of
income per person per day. Despite the promises made by the Western economically developed
countries in the last decadeof the twentieth century to deal with the economic situation of the third
world, the number of people living in poverty has increasedby almost 100 million. According to
the report of the World Bank, in 1990,2,718 billion people were living on lessthm $2 per day.{2
Economic globalization is blamed for the increasing poverty round the world and the heightened
senseof vulnerability and insecurity.a3The rality of today's world indicaes that attention is given
to the opposite. The escalation of violence in the world will continus until those very esssntial
questions are not discussedand resolved.
The third paradigm presentedis also based on the Trinitarian principle, and is directed to the
concept of openness. In the Orthodox perspective, God reveals Himself to the world. ln
Trinitarial life, there is an idea of opennessthat allows human beings to participate in the Divine.
We have to acknowledge the fact thaq in globalized society, there is a need for iaterdependence
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and acceptanceof "the other". The Western world, with its policies, feels uncomfortable with this
idea. In today's tightly conffolled world, the developed countries are ia control not only of their
borders but they are also in control of global human resources. If there is to be an honest
approach of the Western developed countries to the process of globalization and unification of
world, let us not seedeveloped Westem countries placing themselves above the globalized
society. In an open globalized socief we have to learn how to listen and respect each other.#
4ftfuerrgh the idea of ope'nnessmight be very diffic.ult to achieve, it is crucial for the s*ability of
peacein the world.
Another very important factor in the context of openness,is the idea of the preservation of the
specific historical borders of countries regardlessof the multinational dimension of their societies
and their religious affiliations. Recent escalationsof conflict between Israel and Palestrnians
represent the best evidence of this dilemma. In the contemporary world, with massivemigration
of peoples and the croation of multinational societies, the use of force, violence, and terrorism
negatesthis reality. The opennessof our societies towards other national groups and cultures is a
necessity that cannot be disregarded. In the contemporary globalized and multidimensional
society rve cannot apply outdated sfrategieswith the basic principle of preserving rny own
identify. The preservation of its own borders, regardlessofthe reality of the contemporary world
cannot be identified in the globalized world as the preservation of the identity of specific nations.
Even the creation of artificial borders or walls separatingspecific nationalities or ethnic groups
will fail as a negation of a process of globalization. This is one of the reasonswhy we have to
develop a new concept of coexistence and opennessamong the nationalities and religions that are
needed for the preservation of peace among the nations. The notion of opennesstowards other
nationalities and cultures within its own borders in not an utopian concept that is to be
disregarded. According to the Orttrodox theology, this utopian concept of today's globalized
world is actualized in the eschatological reatity of the "Kingdom of God', that transcendsall
borders ad human limitations. In the concept of the Eucharistic ecclesiology, the Orthodox
Church embraces and transcendshurnan catqgoriesof thinking. The opennesstowards the
gJobalized society is a reality happening every day that the Orthodox Church affirms in its
doctrine and life. If the contemporary world is not in a position to respond to this new reality, we
migbt find ourselves in a position of con{Iict between the past and the new paradigms of life.
Because of the multiple dimension of the problem, we are in position to create a new strategy for
the preservation of our identities, without traditional concepts of land and bcrders. The identiy of
humanity is built on the basis of inner responseto surrounding realities. it is a human inner ability
to accept and to transform the exterior reality in order to define the inner identity. The amcbment
to geographical or historical places has to be excluded from the concept of modem openness. We
will still live in the same lands or cultural environmsnts but enriched by the presenceof the
inevitable otherness. The nostalgia for the past, in disregard for the gtobalized reality of the
interrelaionships of cultures and religions, will deepenthe crisis of terrorism and war. The
concept of opennessis possible only on the basis of the trvo paradigms discussedealier.
l,et me conclude my presentation by saying that dre concept of violence and tsrror is an abnormal
phenomenon for human beings. We are created for a peacefirl coexistence and tolerancetowmds
each other. We have the potential and will to fiansfer this world into an earthly paradise.How
beautifirl and unique re the words of the Greek philosopher Themistocles who wrote: "Whfi I

eA contemporary
OrthodoxtheologianFr. EmmanuelClapsisin his analysisconcludesthat if all culturesin
the globalizedworld areinvolved,this might createa new cosmopolitancultureanda new classof
civilizationsmayburstout, in: Fr. EmmanuelClapsis,Cfuistianityin a GlobalWorld,op. cit., 5.
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wish, I become an angel, and when I wish I am a Devil".as Let us hope that the subject of
violence and terror continues to be an object of our concern and possible action. The Orthodox
Church offers humanity a concept of the Holy Tridty, based on whic,h, a future urdfied world can
find a model of prosperous life. If the concept of equdity and diversity among nations' as it was
presented in the context of the Holy Trinity, is not taken seriously by the developed Westem
cormtries, the world will miss an opportunity to resolve this problern. The solution to fhe problem
of violence and terrcrism in the world, based on the Trinitarian conc€pt of Go4 is not an utopian
imaginxion. Although it might be difficult to be integratd the Orthodox Church urges &e w*rld
to move beyond the reality of the daily struggle in order to achieve the true nature of the wortd.tr
The Orthodox Church also urges the Westem World to redefine the contemporary outlook at
economic globalization that at the presenttime does not ernbracethe fundamsntal priaciples of
peace and development. Becauseof the perforrrlance of the "&ee market economy" in the
globalized world and basic presuppositions of Orthodox theology, Ecumenical Patriarch
Battrolomew expressedthe objections of the ffirodox Church against the injustices in the world.
It is very interesting to admit the fact that ac,cordingto the study "Freedom in the World Agency"
rn2002, the Orttrodox Church was listed very highly on the lists considering the ideatiosal and
institutional basesof Orthodory's public role in the pluralistic world.aT Everything is possible,
even tle application of the Trinitarian formula in the context of violence, as long as rre refflize that
the entire world with its future is at stake.a8
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