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MMOCJAHHS NOCTINHOI KOH®EPEHIIII YKPATHCHKHNX ITIPABOCJIABHUX
€N CKOMIB IMO3A MEXKAMHU YKPATHU HA TOYATOK PI3JABSIHOI'O ITIOCTY
(«ITNJINITIBK U »)

llo: Bceuecnoeo Ilpecsimepcmesa, Yecrnozo y Xpucmi /fusikoncmaa, [IpenodobHoeo
Yepneymea ma bracouecmusux Bipnux nawux Ykpaincokux [Ipasociasnux
I'pomao noza Mexcamu Ykpainu

Bosno6neni y Xpucri!

Mu po3noyanu copoka-fIcHHUIA TIEPiof] CMOJIiBaHHS BEJIMKOT MPOSIBU CMIaCUTEJIBHOT
nii Hammorolocnona: Moro OpUXif 10 HAC Y IJIOTI JIJIsl TOro, o0 MU — yepe3
CJIyXaHHSI IOT0 BUEHHSI, Yepe3 CBiJTUeHHS FOTo 3LUTIOBaHb, Yepe3 y4acTb y Horo
CMEpTi Ta BOCKPECiHHsI — MO oceuTHch B Mloro HeGecnomy LlapcTsi.

Casra llepkBa npunucye Ham, BIpHUM, NIEPIOJ] MOCTY W MOJIUTBH, SIK TITHOT
HiroToBKa A0 3ycTpivl Benmkoro aHsa Hapomkenns Icyca Xpucra. B HaBeuip’s
PiznesiHoro Ilocty eBanresnbecbke untanns (JIyku 14:25-35) 3akiiukae Hac He
TinbKy 3ycTpivatu Moro B TMxoMy i cMupeHHOMYy cepepoBuiii Ileuepn ane i,
no0ayuBIIM, TOBEPTATUCH JI0 MONEPEHIX HABUUOK HAIIOTO YKUTTS; EBAHTEJIIE
3aKJIMKA€ Hac 1Ty i 3a Hum, y3siBim Ha cebe CBill XpecT KOXKHOTO JTHS,
3HEHABUJISTYM BCSIK1 BITHOCUHU — 3 OCOOMCTOCTSIMU Ta peYaMu — 5IK1
NepelKo/KaTh Hallii 60poThoi 3a [lapcTBo Hebecue. KopucTyitmoch num
CE30HOM MOCTY JIJ1s1 TOT0, 1100 BIIKOJIOTHCS Biji O€3pajliICHUX, 3TYOHUX CHOKYC, 5Kl
BIJIAJISIIOTH Hac Bii Xpucta, Akuit € CiTio it 2Kutts! BukopuctoByemo 1eii
nepiof] 711 BITHOBJICHHSI MPUCBSITA HALLIOTO Yacy YMTaHHIO CB. [Tnucanus,
peryJisipHiit MOJIUTBI, JOOpUM JiifiaM. JJOoTprUMyiIMOCS TOCTY, KOXKHUIA/KOXKHA 110
CBOIl cwJll, 3riiHo npunucis LlepkBu. 3 pilrydoro BosIErO Ta 3 NOIJISJIOM Ha



He6ecne LlapcTBO, CTpuMyiiMO ce0e Bij] BCSIKOTO BIIBOJIIKAHHS, BiJT IKOTO «C1J1 HE
conioHoto ctaey. (Jlyku 14:34) Lle6To, npuitMaiiMo Jij1s1 ceOe pillieHHs BiIBEPHYTHUCH
BiJ] TUX pO3Bar — 3aiBux 3a6aB (sIKi MaJio a00 30BCIM HE MalOTh HIYOIO CMiJILHOTO 3
HApOKEHHSIM XpHUCTa), HAIMIPHOTO BTPAyaHHs yacy B colmMepexkax, abo
pO3TpavyBaHHs IPOLUEN 11 HEMOTPIOHMUX MOJAPKIB, 1 T. M. — SIK1 3aN00Iral0Th HaM
CTaTU TUMU YUHSIMUA XPUCTOBUMU, SKUMU caM XPUCTOC 3aKJIMKAE HAC OyTH B
bOMY CBITI. 3ragafiMo — MU CIIy>KUMO BOrosi, sikuii caM NMpUIILLIOB JJO HAC
cayxutu. lllo6 cmactu cebe Ta 06 NEPEeKOHATH IHIIMX CTATH HACTITHUKAMUA
XpucTa i cnacaTucs, NOTPiOHO HaM HaBYMTHUCS I HACTITyBaTH LbOTO CITY>KIHHS
HapooBi boxkoMy, 1106 MK 3pO3yMUIH, IO MU B ILOMY CBITI MaeMoO OyTH JOOpUMU
roCrofiapsiMu 1 He MPUITYCKATH co01 JyMKY, 1110 MU HIOUTO HaYaJbHUKHU CBITY
LbOTO.

Sk iepapxu, Hecyum cayk0y B YkpaiHcbKiil [IpaBocnaBHiil LiepkBi mo3a mexxamu
YKPATHCHKHX 3€MeJb, MAEMO TaKOXK 00O0B’SI30K 3aKJIMKATH BCiX Bac JI0 yCEepHOT
MOJIMTBHU 32 0ATBbKIBLIMHY HalMX rmpaurypiB! [ToMoauMoch 3a 3M’SIKILIEHHS CEpJIeLb
Ta NMOBEPHEHHS J10 J0OPOro PO3Cyy THX, sIK1 CTAPAIOTHCS 3aBAXKATH 3aTBEP/I>KECHHIO
Kwuiscbkoro IIpecTosy Ha NpaBUIIBHOMY MICTI, SIK JIFOOJIs14a CECTpa-LEepKBa CEPeN
IHILMX B POJMHI MOMICHMX ITPaBOCJIaBHUX LEPKOB. [loMonmMocs 3a THx, siKi
CTaparoThCs MOHMXKYBATH 1 IMCKPENMTYBATH JOOPY penyTauito Ta craryc Llepksu-
Marepi Koncrantunonosns it oco6smBo ii CesitienHoro Cunopy Ta Beecpgriuoro
[Tarpiapxa Bapdonomest ocobucTo. ITomonumoch 3a TUX 5IKi, HA PEBEUKUN KaJlb,
OCTAHHIMU [JHSMU BJIpYTre BUSIBUJIU CBIi BUOIp OYTH BOPOIOM 3aMiCTh JJPYroM
Ykpainu, Haka30M i BUKOHAHHSIM HEOIpPaBJaHOi arpecii Ha BiIKPUTOMY MOPi MPOTH
BOEHHOCJTY>KOOBIIIB MOPCHLKOTO pyioTy Y Kpainu. [loMoamumMocsk 3a BCiX TUX, SK1
BIJIAIOTh BEJIMKI 3yCUJUIS U1 CTBOPEHHS 3aKOHOMNOCIIYIIHOT, CBOO1/IHOT,
MUPOJIFOOHOT YKpaTHCBKOT iepykaBu. IToMonmMMocs 0co0MBO 3a THX, SIK1 HECYThb
NOCJIYT 3aXUCTY YKPATHCBKUX 3EMEIb, CEpPEJl IKMX OaraTo MOpaHEeHUX i MOJIOHEHUX
B Pe3yJIbTaTl BUKOHAHHS BIPHOT Ta BIJAHOT CITY>KOW.

3aneBHs0UM BaC y CBOIX MOJIMTBAX, YCEPHO OJaraeMo Bac MOJIMTUCH 3a Hac,
BalllMX 1€pApPXiB — 3a Hallle 3[J0POB’sl, 3a MY/IPICTh, 32 CUJIy Y BUKOHAHHI HAILIOTO
nocayry 6yTu JOOpUMHM i BIDHUMUM apXMUIACTUPSIMUA B HAHILLIHIX CKJIQIHUX Ta HAaBITh
HEOE3MEeYHNX yacax.



Xof1iMO pa3oM BCi B MUpi Ta B cokoi 1o cBsitoi [leuepi, mo MuafgeHus-Xpucra,
SAxuil Befie HaC 0 cnaciHHs, 10 BIYHOro XUTTs i 1o HebecHoro IlapcTaa!

BakaeMo Bcim 651arocsioBEHHOro NnocTy!

3 0608 10, y I'ocnooi nawomy Icyci Xpucmi,
+I0piii, Mumponoaum Y kpaincvkoi Ilpasocaasroi llepxeu 6 Kanaoi

+Anumonii, Mumponoaum Y kpaincoxoi l[Ipasocaaenoi Llepkeu CLUIA
ma [iacnopu

+€pemisa, Apxuenuckon Ykpaincvkoi [Ipasocaasenoi €napxii bpasuaii ma
ITisoenHot Amepuku

+/anuia, Apxuenucxon Y kpaiucoxoi Ilpasocaasnoi Llepkeu CIIA
+laapion, Enuckon Y kpaincoxoi [lpasocaasnoi llepxeu 6 Kanaoi
+Anopiii, Enuckon Y kpaincoxoi [lpasocaasroi Llepkeu 6 Kanaoi

Ceamuu i Beauxuii [licm Poxy boxcozo 2018
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EPISTLE OF THE CONFERENCE OF UKRAINIAN
ORTHODOX BISHOPS BEYOND THE BORDERS OF
UKRAINE AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE NATIVITY
(“ST. PHILIP”) FAST

To: The Reverend Presbyters, the Honourable Diaconate in Christ, Venerable
Monastics, and Pious Faithful of our Ukrainian Orthodox communities beyond the
borders of Ukraine

Beloved-in-Christ!

We have begun a forty-day period of anticipation of a great event in the
salvific work of our Lord — His coming-in-the-flesh in order that we, through
hearing His teaching, through witnessing His healing, and participating in His
death and resurrection, may become inhabitants of His Heavenly Kingdom.

The Holy Church prescribes for us, faithful, a period of fasting and prayer to
prepare ourselves properly for greeting the great day of the Nativity of Jesus
Christ. We are challenged by the Gospel reading on the eve of the Nativity
Fast (Luke 14:25-35) to not simply greet Him in the tranquil and humble
setting of the Cave, and then return to our previous routine of life, but

to follow Him by bearing our cross every day and hating those relationships —
with those people and, especially in our day, with those things — that hinder
our struggle for the Kingdom of God. Let us use this advent season to break
away from dark, destructive temptations keeping us from Christ, who is the
Light and Life! Take advantage of this time to renew our dedication to the



reading of Scripture, to regular prayer, to good works. Keep the fast, each
according to their strength, as the Church prescribes. With determined will
and with our gaze to the Heavenly Kingdom, abstain from those distractions
which cause the “salt to lose its flavour.”(Luke 14:34) That is, make a
decision to turn from those things which prevent us from being the disciples
Christ is calling us constantly to be in this world: frivolous parties (that have
little or nothing to do with Christ’s birth), excessive time on social

media, overspending on unnecessary presents, etc. Recall that we serve a God
who dwelt among us to serve. To save ourselves and inspire those around us
to follow Christ and be saved, it is for us to learn and imitate this service to
the people of God, that we may understand we are to be faithful stewards in
this world and not presume to be masters of this world.

As hierarchs serving in the Ukrainian Orthodox Church outside Ukrainian
lands, we are also compelled during this time to exhort you all to engage in
fervent prayer for our ancestral homeland! Let us pray for the softening of
hearts and return to proper discernment of those who seek to prohibit the
confirmation of the See of Kyiv to her proper place as a loving sister within
the family of local Orthodox churches; who attempt to diminish and discredit
the good reputation and status of the Mother Church of Constantinople and,
in particular, her Holy and Sacred Synod and of His All-Holiness Patriarch
Bartholomew specifically. Let us pray for those who, most

tragically, in these past few days have once again shown a preference to act
as an enemy rather than a friend to Ukraine by ordering and carrying out
deliberate, unjustified aggression against Ukrainian naval personnel on the
open seas. Let us pray for the those struggling to establish a law-

abiding, free, peace-loving Ukrainian nation. Let us pray especially for those
charged with defended her lands, among whom are numerous wounded and
captured as a result of discharging their loyal and sacrificial duty.

Assuring you of our constant prayers, we beseech your prayers for us, your
hierarchs — for our health, wisdom, and strength as we strive to be good and
faithful archpastors to you in these complicated and even dangerous times.



May we all walk together in peace and in tranquility to the Holy Cave and the
Christ-child therein, Who leads us to salvation, eternal life, and the Heavenly
Kingdom!
A blessed fast to you, all!

With love in Jesus Christ, our Lord,

+ Yurij, Metropolitan, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+Antony, Metropolitan, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
and Diaspora

+Jeremiah, Archbishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Diocese of Brazil and Church
South America

+Daniel, Archbishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
+Ilarion, Bishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+Andriy, Bishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

The Nativity Fast - The year of our Lord 2018
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