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CB. MyyeHnus
Cepagpuma (Cepanis)

Holy Martyr Seraphima
(Serapia)

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw

kutash@unicorne.org

«Po3cyam cam 4m BOHa YapiBHUK, Yn
Hacnpasai Benukun i bor.» (3
Xummis CB. Cepacdumun CB. ilumnTpin
PocToBCbLKOIrO)

Ha 10-ro cepriHs 3a rpuropiaHCbkum
KaneHgapem (ue — 29-ro nunHA 3a
FOMIAHCBKMM) MW CBATKYEMO Nam'aTb
My4yeHuui 3 2-ro cToniTTH, Ska MabyTb
nepwa 3-nomix Ceatmx Liepksu, skoi im’a
3B’a3aHe 3 HebecHnmn Cunamu, Lo
3BYyTbCs cepadhmmamm, siki K nuwe
Mpopok Icag nitatoTb HaBkorno MNpectony
Bora. BoHa — Cs. Cepadmma, gisnus
AHTIOXINCbKA, gka noceig4mna npo cuny
XpucTa B 4aci BonodiHHA PrmcbKoro
imnepaTopa AapiaHa (My6nin Aenin
AppisH, 117-138). Lle x Ton imnepatop,
LLIO HAMaraBcs BUKOPIHUTK 104ai3Mm, B
sakomy Bb6ayaB BiH 4Xepeno HEBMUHHOI
Henokopw, Biabyaosyoun €pycanmm, LWo
OyB 3HMLLEHMI B NepLuin Pumcbko-

“Judge for yourself whether she is an
enchantress or whether her God is
indeed great.” (From the Vita of St.

Seraphima by St. Demetrius of Rostov)

On August 10 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is July 29 on the Julian) we
celebrate the memory of a female Martyr of
the second century who seems to be the
first among the Saints of the Church whose
name is linked with the celestial beings
called the Seraphim, who, according to the
Prophet Isaiah surround the Throne of God.
It is St. Seraphima, a maiden of Antioch
who bore witness to the power of Christ
during the reign of the Roman Emperor
Hadrian (Publius Aelius Hadrianus, 117-
138). It was this emperor who sought to
eradicate Judaism, which he saw as a
source of continuous rebellion, rebuilding
Jerusalem, which had been destroyed in the
first Roman-Jewish war, and renaming it
Aelia Capitolina after himself and the chief
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KO akmcebKi BinHI, 3 Ha3Boto Aenis
KanitoniHa no co6i i ronoBHOMY
Pumcbkomy kymunposi FOnitepy
Kanitoniny. BiH i nepe3saB npoBiHLit0
Kogeto Cupieto ManecTrHebKo 3a
dinicTMMnsaHamu.

MpaBgonoaioHo iM's
«Cepadummay - nowmpeHHs ii nepBicHOro
imeHi «Cepanisi», xiHo4a Bepciqa iMeHi
«Cepanicy». Lle x 6yB y Ti yacu
nonynsapH1Mn BOXOK rpeubKo-
EMMNETCbKOro MOXOAXKEHHS (CyMiLL
Ocipica Ta AHanica, Kymupa 3 roroBoto
Oyras, wo 6y nonynsapHum y €runti).
Moxe BoHa came Tak noumpuna cBoe
iM'ay nowaHi 4o XpucTa, SIKoro Tak siCHO
npos.iwae KHura Icai, wo ii, 6yBae,
Ha3uBaTb «EBaHrenieto B Ctapomy
3asiTi.

MNepenaHnsa kaxe, wo Cepadpuma
npubyna go Pumy 3 AHTIiOXil, SK BTikau Big
FOHIHHA XPUCTUSH Y TOMY MICTi. BoHa
3Haviwna cobi micue, sk cnyra (geski
axepena kaxyTb paba) B 4oMi PumMcbKoro
ceHaTopa i noro gpyxuHu, CabiHn.
Cepadumm cBigyeHHSA Npo Xpucta,
nigcuneHe CBigYeHHAM i1 KUTTS,
HaBepHyIo i rocnoanHo Jo Xpucra.

Konu noyvys npo ue PuMmcbkui
YnMHOBHUK [epin (oeski prepena
nogatTb bepin a To 11 Bipin) Bupiwns
B3ATU Ha AONWUT NOAMHY BianoBiganbHy
3a Takun — Ha AyMKy Pumcbkoi Brnaam —
HenaTpioTU4HMIM YnH. CnoyaTtky CabiHi
Baanocs 3axuctutn Cepacdmmm Big
HeBaoBoONeHHs Pumy. [lepunn nocnas it
aopomy 6e3 gonutie. Ta Yepes Tpu AHi
BiH 3HOBY 11 BU3BaB i LiM pa3oM BOHa
npocwuna cBOK roCnoguHI0 MYCTUTK i i
Tinbku monutucs, Wwob MNocnoab niacunme
i pobpe noceigumTh npo Toro, Lo
nocTtpaxaas Ha XpecTi 3a CBoix niogen.

BoHa BigmoBumnacs npuHoOCUTK
XepTBY A3NYHMLbKMM Boram, sk e
BMMaranu B Hel, a crosigysana Bipy B
€anHoro IctuHHoro bora, BTineHoro B
Icyci 3 JllazapeTty. BoHa TBepauna, Ly
TiNbKM XPUCTY MPUHOCUTL BOHA XepTBy —
a ue ii MonuTem Ta gina B Tini, sike € Moro

Roman deity, Jupiter Capitolinus, and
renaming the province of Judea Syria
Palestina after the Philistines.

Itis quite likely that “Seraphima” was
an enhancement of her original name
“Serapia”, the feminine version of “Serapis”
a popular — in her day - Hellenistic-Egyptian
god (an amalgam of Osiris and Anapis, the
bull-headed deity popular in Egypt).
Perhaps she herself enhanced her name in
this way to honour Christ Who is so clearly
proclaimed in the Book of Isaiah that it is
sometimes known as the “Gospel in the Old
Testament”.

Tradition says that Seraphima came
to Rome from Antioch as a refugee from the
persecution of Christians in that city. She
found a place as a servant (some sources
say slave) in the household of a Roman
senator and his wife, Sabina. Seraphima’s
testimony to the Lord, supported by the
witness of her life, won her mistress for
Christ.

Upon hearing of this, the Roman
official Derillus (some sources read Berillus,
or even Virilus) decided to interrogate the
person responsible for such a — as Roman
officialdom viewed it — unpatriotic turn of
events. At first Sabina was able to protect
Seraphima from wrath of Rome. Derillus
sent her home without interrogating her.
However three days later she was called
again and this time she pleaded with her
mistress to let her go and simply pray that
she might be strengthened to bear witness
to the Lord, Who had suffered upon the
Cross for His people.

She refused to offer sacrifices to the
pagan gods as she was required, professing
faith in the One True God incarnate in Jesus
of Nazareth. She said that her sacrifice was
for Christ alone, and it consisted in her
offering to Him of the prayer and works she
did in her body, which was His Temple.
Derillus sought to defile that temple by
ordering two Egyptian youths to the prison
in which Seraphima was kept and
commanding them to force themselves




Xpamom. [epin Hamarascsa ob6e3vecTuTn
uen xpam nocnasLun BOX MOSIOAMX
EMMNTSAH NiTK B TIOPMY, e Tpumanm
Cepadumy, wob ii HacunysaTtu nigyac
HOYi.

Cepadmma nomonunacsa npo
3aXMCT i FOHaKiB 3yCTPino BUAOIHHA
KpacuBoOro toHaka, o onmcTis sk CoHue i
CTOSIB MOMiDXX HUMW i aiBuLeto. BoHn
nonaganuv nepeg HAM i He MOrnn aHi
pyxaTtuca aHi roeoputun. Konu ue
no6ayunnu Ha HacTynHWUI paHok Oepin
ckasaB Cepadumi nomMmonuTucs 4o cBoro
XpwucTa, wob ix y3aoposumB, WoO BOHM
MO PO3NOBICTU MOMY MpPO Te, WO
cranocs.

Cepadmma Tak i BUMHUNN | FOHaKK
3aBepLUUIIM CBOO PO3MNOBiIAb CNOBaMU:
«Po3cyan cam 4m BOHa YapiBHUK, UM
Hacnpaegi Benuvkun ii bor.» Ta Oepin 6ys
XOJI0OHUIM Ha ue | Haka3aB NoOMYYnTH
Cepadunmy roptovmMmm CBi4Kamm — siKi
AMBHO noracnu, a Togi noouTTam
nepeB’aHuMK nankamn. B yaci nobuntTa
ofHa 3 nanok po3bunacsa i ocKosnka
nonana [epiny B OKO TakK L0 BiH Yepes
Tpw AHi ocnin. A Bce O4HO NpuKasas BiH
obesronosutn Cepadumy. CabiHa
noxopoHuna ii y CBOEMY BnacHomy rpobi.
A 4yepes Micsub BOHa cama cTtana
XepTBOK ALPISHOBOrO roHIHHS.

€ nerenga, sika MabyTb NOXoanTb
Bif pO3MOBIAi NPO LUX MyYeHUUb — a
MOXXe Lie MPOCTO cniBnagiHHA — Npo
PUMCBKOTO HOHaKa-s13M4HUKA, LLIO 3BaBCS
CabiHo, sk nontodue aiBuLito-
Xpuctuanky, Cepanito, i oTpuman
OnarocnoBeHHst Ha Wwnwob Big Cs.
BaneHTuHa BepHcbkoro B ITanii. 1o HuHi
nNpuxoasaTb napu 4o M. TepHi 14-ro
ntoToro, B [leHb BaneHTuHa, o6 tam
noBiHYaTMCS.

Hexam xe Cg. Cepadumma, sikoi
iM’A NOTIM NOAINANM Taki BEnuKi
cnosigHukn Bipu, sk Ce. Cepacum
Caposcbkui (+1833) Ta Cs. Cepadum
Bipnubkun (+1949), Ak Takox lepomoHax
Cepadum (Pogs) 3 Nnatim B KanidopHii

upon her during the night.

Seraphima prayed for protection and
the young men were confronted by a vision
of a handsome youth who shone like the
Sun and stood between them and the
maiden. They fell down before him,
powerless to move or even speak. When
this was discovered the next morning,
Derillus asked Seraphima to pray to her
Christ for their restoration so that they could
relate their experiences to him.

Seraphima did so and the young
men ended their account stating: “Judge for
yourself whether she is an enchantress or
whether her God is indeed great.” Derillus
was unmoved and commanded that
Seraphima be tortured by burning with
candles — which were mysteriously
extinguished, and then by a beating with
wooden staffs. During the beating one of the
staffs splintered and Derillus got a piece in
his eye which led to his blindness three
days later. He nonetheless commanded that
Seraphima be beheaded. Sabina buried her
body in her own tomb. A month later she
herself was the victim of Hadrian’s
persecution.

There is a legend, perhaps deriving
from these two martyrs, of a Sabino, a
pagan Roman youth, falling in love with a
Christian maiden, Serapia, and receiving a
nuptial blessing from St. Valentine of Terni
in Italy. To this day, couples come to Terni
on February 14, Valentine’s Day, for their
nuptials.

May St. Seraphima, whose name
later graced such great confessors of the
Faith as St. Seraphim of Sarov (+1833) and
St. Seraphim of Virytsa (+1949), as well as
Hieromonk Seraphim (Rose) of Platina,
California (+1982), intercede for us,
Christians, in this age of licentiousness and
infidelity that we, too, may find the way to
bear fitting witness to our Bridegroom,
Christ the Lord, Who is surely coming.
Amen.




(+1982), 3acTynaeTbcs 3a HAC XpPUCTUSIH
y uto goby poabelleHocTi Ta 3paaun, Wob i
MM 3HAXO4UNN CUny rigHO CBIAYMTM NPO
Kenunxa Lepksun, Xpucta-l'ocnoga, Akumn
HaneBHO npunge Ao Hac. AMiHb.




