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«CnpaBxHi nocnigoBHUK Xpucrta He
no6opLo€ 3510 rpixoBHUMM 3acobamm, a
3aBXAau gie npotu 3na 3acob6amu
6narocnoBeHHnmu Nlocnogom.»

Ha 25-ro TpaBHA NaTpioTMYHO HacTaBreHi
yKpaiHLi MOMMTOBHO NOMUHaTb CuMoHa
MeTniopy, 6opusa-repos 3a CyBEepPEHHICTb
YkpaiHu, KonuwHboro MMaeun gepxasun Ta BiCbK
YkpaiHcbkoi HapogHoi Pecny6niku, skuii 'y Ton
AeHb 6yB BGUTMI Yy 1926 p. B Mapwuxi. Bigomo,
wo CnmoH 6yB cemiHapucTom y MNonTtasi Ta Wwo
MNOro BUKIMIOYUITN Yepe3 NOro NnosniTUYHy
AisnbHicTb. Voro cecTpy 6ynn YepHULAMA B
MonTasi — ix apewwTyBaB 1 po3cTpinas HKBC
(«HapogHwin komicapiaT BHYTPILLHIX CripaBy).
Woro nneminHuk, CtenaH CKpUMHKK,
eBeHTyanbHO cTaB nepwmm lMNaTtpiapxom

“A true follower of Christ does not fight evil
by sinful means, but always acts against
evil in ways blessed by the Lord.”

On May 25 each year patriotic Ukrainians
prayerfully remember Symon Petliura, a hero of
the struggle for Ukrainian sovereignty, at one
time head of state and of the armed forces of
the Ukrainian National Republic, who was as-
sassinated on that day in 1926 in Paris. It was
well-known that Symon was a seminarian in
Poltava and that he was expelled for his politi-
cal activity. His sisters were nuns in Poltava,
arrested and shot by the NKVD. His nephew,
Stepan Skrypnyk, eventually became the first
Patriarch of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Or-
thodox Church taking the monastic name of
Mstyslav.
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YkpaiHcbkoi ABTokedanbHoi [paBocnaBHoi
LlepkBu 3 yepHeymm imeHeMm McTtucnas.

A Cunmona lMNMeTntopu gagbka no 6aTbKoBi
npocnaeunu B xopi Cesatux: Hoeoro
CesweHHMomuyeHrka CunbBecTpa
(Onblwescbkoro), Apxienuckona Omcbka B Cubipi
—y 1998 p. anga micuesBoro waHyBaHHs, a B 2000
p. OBinenHum Cobopom MockoBCbKOT
Matpiapxil, pazom 3 859-ma iHLWKUMK
HoBomy4eHVkamKn, Ons 3aranbHOro WaHyBaHHS.

Apxiennckon CrnnbBecTp Hapoauecsa YCTUMOM
JlbBOBUYeM OnblueBcbknuM y c. KociBui 31-ro
TpaBHS, B CbOrogHillHLOMY Bonogapcbkomy
panoHi Kuiscbkoi obnacTti. baTbKko MOro cnyxms
OnakoHoMm. CHH TakoX BUPILLMB NPUARHATH
NOKSTMKaHHSA MyxXa Llepku. byB BUNYCKHNKOM
KuiBcbkoi Ceminapii y 1883 p. a borocrnoscbkoi
Akagemii y 1887 p., NOCAYKUBLUN 3 BEMNKAM
BiA3HA4YeHHAM, sIK cekpeTap ii PekTopa,
BngaTHoro 6orocnoesa €nunckona CunbBectpa
(ManeBaHcbkoro), Bikapis Kuiscbkol €napxii.

Bbyaoyuu HeoapyXeHUM,YCTUM He Mir 3pasy yBinTu
B psaan [lyxoBeHcTBa, xiba o piwmeca 6 Ha
AOBiYHY Ge3wnobHicTb. BiH 3acTocoByBaB CBOKO
BGOrocrnoBCbKy OCBITY Ta AyXOBHY hopmaLito, K
CBITCbKMI MicioHep, crniepwy B KuiBckkin €napxii
a notim y NonTascbkin. 3BiTyBaB MoTiM, WO
npaus CBITCbKOro MicioHepa, xod i 6yna
HeTpaguuinHo, Morna 6 6yTn HaBiTb KOPUCHILIA
Bif, Ti€l, Ky Mir 61 BUKOHATK MicioHep 3
[yxoBeHCTBa — Ue Bry4Ha 3ayBara ans oom
cekynsipusaLii. Moro npaus 6yna socepemxeHa
rOfoBHO Ha BiAMNOBIAI BUKIUKY 3pOCTaKY0ro pyxy
MpoTecTaHTU3aMy B YKpaiHi — To6TO
«WTyHaucTiBY, AKMX Ha3Ba noxoauna Big
HiMmeubKoro crioBa «Stunde» (wWTyHAe — TO6TO
«roguvHa») 3 ornaay Ha iIXHI0 NPaKTUKy
nNpuCBAYYBaTU rOAUHY LLOAHS HA BUBYEHHSA
Bi6nii.

OpHak CBITCbKMIW MiCiOHEpP YCTUM HapeLuTi
NOroAMBCS, BIAryKyHOUYMCh Ha 3aknuK €nuckona
InapioHa (KOweHosa) MNonTaBCcbKOro, Taku
NPUAHAT NOCBSAYEHHSA B caH CBsALLeHuKa, sK
6eswnobHun. Lia Baxxnvea nogis sigbynacs 2-ro
notoro 1892 p. Moro npusHaunnu ao
HyxoseHcTBa KadegpansHoro Cobopy B
lNonTas.i, a BiH Npn LbOMY NPOAOBXYBaB TaAKOX

Symon Petliura’s paternal uncle was actually
glorified as a Saint: the New Hieromartyr Syl-
vester (Ol'shevs’kyy), Archbishop of Omsk in
Siberia — in 1998 for local veneration, and in
2000, by the Jubilee Sobor of the Moscow Pa-
triarachate, along with 859 other New Martyrs,
for universal veneration.

Archbishop Sylvester was born Justin (in
Ukrainian Ustym) L’vovych Ol'shevs’kyy in the
village of Kosivka on May 31, 1860, in what is
today the Volodar district of the Kyiv province.
His father was a Deacon. The son decided to
continue the vocation of a man of the Church.
He graduated from the Kyiv Seminary in 1883,
and from the Theological Academy in 1887,
having served with great distinction as the sec-
retary of its rector, the renowned theologian,
Bishop Sylvester (Malevans’kyy), vicar of the
Kyiv Eparchy.

Since Justin was single he could not immedi-
ately enter the ranks of the Clergy without de-
ciding on life-long celibacy. He employed his
theological education and spiritual formation as
a lay missionary, at first in the Kyiv Eparchy
and then in that of Poltava. He reported that the
work of a non-ordained missionary, although
this was not a traditional vocation, might be
even more useful than that of an ordained per-
son — a most perceptive observation for a secu-
lar age. His work was focused mainly on re-
sponding to the challenge of a growing
Protestant movement in Ukraine, the “Shtun-
dysty”, whose name derived from the German
word “Stunde” — “hour” — in reference to their
practice of dedicating an hour of the day to Bi-
ble study.

Nonetheless Justin, the lay missionary, upon
the urging of Bishop Hilarion (Yushenov) of
Poltava, finally decided to accept ordination to
the Priesthood as a celibate, and this momen-
tous event took place on February 2, 1892. He
was attached to the clergy of the Cathedral in
Poltava and continued his pedagogical work as
well. It was during this period that Fr. Justin’s
nephew, Symon Petliura, entered the seminary
in Poltava, perhaps with the encouragement of
his distinguished uncle, who was nonetheless
unable to prevent his expulsion for political ac-
tivity as a Ukrainian “separatist”.




CBOI0 NnegarorivyHy npauto. Y Len xe vac
nnemMiHHKUK o. Yctuma, CumoH lNeTrniopa,
noctynus 6yB y CemiHapito B [NonTasi, MabyTb
320X04YE€HUN CBOIM BU3HAYHUM OS0bKOM, SIKUN
ofHak He OyB y cuni 3anobirt NOro BUKITHOYEHHIO
3a NOoniTUYHY AiANbHICTb «cenapaTucTar.

3ipka o. Yctuma gani nigHimanacs Bce Buwle. Ha
12-ro TpaBHa 1902 p. noro NigBuULLUIM 40 CaHy
MpoToiepes, a 10-ro rpyaHs 1910 p. BiH HapewTi
NPUNHAB TPaaULINHUIA YeProBMin KPOK
6eswntobHoro CeslleHrKa, OTPMMaBLUN NOCTPUr
Ha lepoMoHaxa, i noro nigBuLLMNK 0o caHy
ApximaHgpuTa. BiH B3aB iM’a «CunbBecTp» y
YecTb CBOro HactaBHuMKa B KniBcbkinn Akagemil.
Lle 6yno HeTpaguuiiHim, 60 X kaHanaaTn Ha
YepHEeYN NOCTPUr 3BMYAHO 3aTPUMYIOTb NepLuy
OykBYy CBOro XpecHoro imeHi. [O6a myxi
WwaHyBanu ceoimm HebecHnmu MNokpoBuTENsMn
MpenogobHoro CunbeecTpa, IrymeHa
Buoybuubkoro CeATo-MuxanmniBCcbKoro
MoHacTtups Ta Cesatutens Cunbeectpa [anu
Pumcbkoro — 060X e LWwaHyemMo y TOW e AeHb:

OCb TYT

Bce Buule nigHimanacs 3ipka o. CunbBecTpa. Ha
16-ro ciyHa 1911 p. noro NOCBATUAN Ha
€nunckona lMpunyubKoro i Tak cTae BiH Bikapiem
MonTaBcbkoi €napxii. Takum YMHOM MOrO LLMISIX
HabnM3MBCSA 4O LWASXY iHWOro
CasweHHOMy4YeHuKa, go Ce. Bacunis
(8eneHuosa): http://www.ukrainian-
orthodoxy.org/articles/2011/HieromartyrBasil.html
. Ane Togi wnax Bnagnkm CunbBecTpa NoBEpHYB
B iHLUMI HaNpsIMOK, 60 X npu kiHui 1914 p. roro
npusHaumnu B LleHTpaneHy Asito, B Cubip, oe
3HayHa YacTuHa NpaBocnaBHOro HaceneHHs
cknaganocs 3 6paris i cectep ykpaiHuis. CtaB
BiH €nuckonom YensbiHcbkum, Bikapiem €napxii
OpeHbyp3bKoi.

Konwu rioro noceatunu Ha €nunckona (B CaHkT-
MeTepbypsi B Pocii) Bnagnka npopoye 6yB
BMCINOBMBCS NPO CBOE EMUCKOMNChKE CYXIHHS,
HaBoasum cnosa €saHrenii: «Konu 6ys T
MonoAwuin, To TM cam nignepisyBascs, i XoauB,
Kyan Tn 6axaB. A Konv nocrapieLl, CBOI pyKu
npocTArHeLl, i iHWun Tebe nignepexe, i noseae,
Kyan He 3axoyell..» (IsaHa 21:18). BiH goaas:
«ApxinacTuproBaT CbOrogHi — TPYAHO |
cTpawwHo». Apxinactupcbke XKeano nogas nomy

Fr. Justin’s star continued its ascent. On May
12, 1902, he was elevated to the rank of Arch-
priest, and on December 10, 1910, he finally
took the traditional next step of a celibate priest,
and was tonsured as a Hieromonk and elevated
to the rank of Archimandrite, taking the name
Sylvester in honour of his mentor at the Kyiv
Academy. This was not traditional, since candi-
dates for the tonsure usually keep the first letter
of their baptismal name. [Both men would have
venerated as their Heavenly Patron, St. Syl-
vester, Abbot of the Kyivan St. Michael's
Vydubychi Monastery, and St. Sylvester, Pope
of Rome — both commemorated on the same
day: click here

Fr. Sylvester’s star continued its ascent. On
January 16, 1911, he was consecrated Bishop
of Pryluky, thus becoming the Vicar of the Ep-
archy of Poltava. His path thus has much in
common with another New Hieromartyr, St.
Basil (Zelentsov): click here. And then Vladyka
Sylvester’s path took a different turn, as he was
assigned at the end of 1914 to Central Asia, to
Siberia, where a good part of the Orthodox
population consisted of fellow-Ukrainians. He
became Bishop of Chelyabinsk, Vicar of the
Eparchy of Orenburg.

Upon his ordination as Bishop (in St. Peters-
burg, Russia), Vladyka had spoken prophetical-
ly of his Episcopal ministry citing the words of
the Gospel: “[W]hen you were younger, you
girded yourself and walked where you wished;
but when you are old, you will stretch out your
hands, and another will gird you and carry you
where you do not wish” (John 21:18). He add-
ed: “The ministry of an Archpastor today is diffi-
cult and frightening”. The Archpastor’s Staff
was handed to him by Metropolitan of Kyiv,
Volodymyr, who became the first Hieromartyr of
the militantly atheistic Bolshevik scourge that
would soon descend upon the lands of the
Moscow Empire. Now, in his opening address
in Chelyabinsk, Vladyka Sylvester thus de-
scribed the means by which his flock must re-
sist this evil: “A true follower of Christ does not
fight evil by sinful means, but always acts
against evil in ways blessed by the Lord.”

The next summer, in 1915, he was assigned to
be Bishop of the Eparchy of Omsk and Pavlo-
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Mutpononut Kniecebknin Bornognmup, siknin ctas
nepwunm CBALEHHOMYYEHUKOM 3 PYK BOMOBHUYO
6e300xHoro 6mnya, Wo CKopo MaB HaWTK Ha 3eMni
MockoBscbkoi IMnepii. A 3apa3 Bnaguka
CwvnbBecTp y CBOEMY BCTYMHOMY COBi B
UenabiHCbKy Tak okpecnuB crnocib, sknum mae
MOro nactea CynpoTUBAATUCA LIbOMY 31y:
«CnpaBxHin nocnigoBHUK XpucTta He noboproe
3110 rpixoBHUMK 3acobamu, a 3aBxam gie NpoTu
3na 3acobamu GnarocnoBeHHMMK Flocnogom. »
Ha HacTynHe nito 1915 p. noro npmMsHaunnm
€nunckonom €napxii Omcbkoi i [NaBnogapcbkoi
(oeski prepena kaxyTb CeMmmnanaTUHCLKOT, YK
AK 1 cborogHi 3ByTb Cemencbkoi — Ta obmasa
MiCTa 3HaxoasaTbes B cxigHoMmy KasaxcTaHi). Ha
LibOMY MOCTi BiH MPUNHSAB y4acTb Y CrlaBHOMY
Cobopi Mockoscbkoi Liepksu, Lo BigbyBcs Takm
B Mocksi 1917-18 pp., 9kMin Hamarascs
omonogutn LlepkBy MockoBcbKoT IMnepil.
binbLwosuubka PeBontoLis nepeLkoagnnm nomy
3aBepLmnTH cBOI Jo6pi aina.

Brnagnka CunbBecTp 040NUB MUPHUIA CAPOTUB
XpuctusaH B OMCbKy NpoTK BinbLUOBULLKOrO
pexXnmy BenNnYe3Ho npouecieto («XpecHum
xogomy») 17-ro ntotoro 1918 p. | BNnaga signosina
apeLuToM 1oro, ane CKopo 3BinbHWNa ans
3aCNOKOEHHS1 0BYpEeHHSA HaceneHHs BHacnigok
uiei akuii. MaaTHUK noniTukm B noro €napxii
Tenep NoBepHyBCs B CTOPOHY MoHapxicTiB
«binoreapginuis». OMCbK CTaB CTONNLEIO
aHTMOINbLIOBMUBLKOI Pocincekoi depxasu i
NPUMILLLEHHSIM IMMEPCBKMX pe3epBiB 30M0Ta.
MaTpiapx MockoBCbKUIN TUXOH NiABULLIMB CaH
Bnagukn Ha Apxmenuckona Ha Nacxy (5-ro
TpaBHA 3a [puropiaHcbkuM kaneHgapem). Ha
ubomy nocti Ce. CnnbBeCTp 04ONUB TUMYacoBe
BepxoBHe LlepkoBHe YnpasniHHs B Cubipi.

Ha ubomy cTaHOBWLLi BiH i MPUNHAB NpUCAry
Aamipana OnekcaHgpa Bacunbosuya Konyaka
(aekopoBaHoro o6opoHus MockoBcbKoi imnepii
PYMYHCBKOrO NOXOMXeHHS), sk [nmaBy Pocicbkoi
Hepxasu. leHb 6yB 29-ro ciyHa 1919, akpas pik
A0 AHs no cnasHin butsi nig Kpytamun 6ins
Kuesa, konn 400 yKpalHCbKMX BOSIKIB - @ 3 HUX
Ginblwa YyactTuHa byna kagetamm —repomnCbKu
6oponacsa npotn 4000-ro GinbLLIOBULBKOrO
Biicbka Muxanna MypaswnoBa. (B 4aci BonogiHHs
YkpaiHcekoi LieHTpanbHoi Pagu, siky odontosas
nnemiHHnkK CunbeecTtpa, CumoH lMNeTntopa,

dar (some sources say Semipalatinsk, or as it is
known today, Semey — both cities are in east-
ern Kazakhstan). In this post he took part in the
renowned 1917-18 Sobor of the Church of
Moscow which sought to rejuvenate the Church
of the Moscow Empire. The Bolshevik Revolu-
tion prevented the completion of its good works.

Vladyka Sylvester led the peaceful Christian
resistance to the Bolshevik regime in Omsk
with a huge procession (“khresnyy khid”) on
February 17, 1918. The authorities responded
by arresting him, but soon released him to calm
the resulting furor of the populace. The political
pendulum in his Eparchy now swung to the
monarchist, White (“bilohvardiys’ka) side. Omsk
became the capital of the anti-Bolshevik Rus-
sian State and held the imperial gold reserves.
Patriarch Tikhon of Moscow elevated Vladyka
to the rank of Archbishop on Pascha (Easter,
May 5, Gregorian Calendar) of that year. In this
rank St. Sylvester soon became the head of the
temporary Superior Church Administration of
Siberia.

In this capacity he took the oath of Admiral Al-
exander Vasylyevych Kolchak (a decorated
defender of the Moscow Empire of Romanian
descent) as Head of the Russian State. The
day was January 29, 1919, a year to the day
after the famous Battle of Kruty near Kyiv, dur-
ing which 400 Ukrainian soldiers, most of them
cadets, heroically fought the 4000-strong Bol-
shevik army of Mikhayil Muravyov. (During the
time of Ukrainian Central Rada, headed by Vla-
dyka Sylvester's nephew, Symon Petliura, del-
egates of the Black Sea Flotilla, had proposed
their Commander, this same Admiral Kolchak,
for Minister of Naval Affairs of the Ukrainian
National Republic). Admiral Kolchak’s Siberian
forces included many Ukrainians, who even
wore the gold and blue colours of the Ukrainian
Republic.

The resistance did not last long. By the end of
1919 the Bolsheviks returned to Omsk — and
their atheistic oppression lasted until the fall of
the Soviet Union in 1991. Archbishop Sylvester
was arrested and held for two months before
being tortured to death. His martyrdom included
being nailed to the floor of the prison in which
he was held and having his body pierced with




aeneratn YopHomopcbkoro onoTty 6ynum
NpoMNoHyBanNu KaHaNAaTypy iXHbLOro
KOMaHay4oro — Lboro  Aamipana Kopyaka Ha
Minictpa Mopcbknx CnpaB YKkpaiHCbKOro
HapogHoi Pecny6niku). Y Cubipchbki Biricbka
Konuaka BXxogmno ynmMano ykpaiHuiB, siki HaBiTb
HOCUNK XXOBTO-6NaknUTHI KONbopK YKpaiHCbKOI
Pecny6niku

Ta cnpoTuB BTPMMaBCS He A0Bro. Bxxe npu KiHLui
1919 p. binblwosukn noBepHynucst B OMCbK — i
TOAi rHIiT 6€360XHNKaMK NpPOTpMBaB 4O po3Bany
PagsHcekoro Coto3y B 1991 p. Apxienuckona
CunbBecTpa apelutyBanu i Tpumanu 2 micaui
AOKW HE 3aMYy4uin Noro. Y My4yeHn4y cMepTb
Briagnku Bxoanno npuusaxyBaHHSA 00 NiANOMA i
MPOLUMBAHHA NOro Tifa po3XxapeHnmu
LOMMONaMn, JOKM OCTaHHIN He NPOLUMB NOro
cepue. byno ue 26-ro ntoTtoro (13-ro nioTOro 3a
KOniaHcbkMM KaneHaapeM — aesiki pxepena
KaXkyTb 26-ro notoro 3a FoniaHCbKUM
Kanengapem, wo 6yno 6 11-ro 6epesHs 3a
"puropiaHcbKnm).

[loBro He 3Hanu ge 3HaxoaaTbed Mouwi Brnagukn.
Woro Co6op posHecnu binbLuosuku B 1935 p. A B
2005 p., konu BiabyooByBanu YCneHcbKni
Cob6op Taku 3Hanwnm Mowwi Bnaguku i cborogHi
X BLLAHOBYIOTb B HWXKHIW «MeYepHin» Kanmuui.
Hanucanu AkagicT nomy, B SKOMY NOMILLEHO
npoxaHHs, Wwob Mocnogk, 3a noro Monuteamu,
36epiraB «POCINCbKi CTOPOHM» 3aXULLLEHUMU Bif
«PO3KOMNBbHULIBKOIO (hanbLUMBOMO YY4EHHS Ta
epecen». Bigasepkantoe BiH HEYXUNbHI 3ycunns
BidgaHMX nepeniTHiN MeciaHCbKin ineonorii Npo
«BiYHY eaHicTb Pocincbkoro ceiTy» 3bepertu
CBOE MONITUYHE — N CBIiTCbKE — Da4YeHHs XUTTH
NOOMHN Ha Ui 3eMri.

Cs. CunbsecTtp (OnblueBcbkuit), Apxienmckon
Omcbkuin, konuwHin €nuckon Mpunyubkni,
Bikapin NonTtaBcbkni, AiINCHO Nogae Ham
3axonnorynin Npuknag 3B'a3kiB NOMiX
Aepxasamu Pocil Ta YkpaiHn. Hexan xe noro
3acTynHuubKi MonuTem, pasom 3 iHWuMu
noAibHMMn CBALEHHOMYYEHUKaMU MPUCKOPATb
NpULWEeCTA MUPHUX, LLAHOBNMBMX Ta 06oNiNLHO
KOPUCHMX CMiBBIAHOLLEHb NOMIX LMK ABOMa
cycigamu, siki Be He 6ynun 6 3aTbMapeHnmun
apxaiYHMM MeciaHCbKMM iMmnepianiamomM. AMiHb.

red-hot ramrods until the final one pierced his
heart. This was on February 26, 1920
(February 13 on the Julian Calendar — some
sources say it was on February 26 on the Julian
Calendar, which would make it March 11 on the
Gregorian).

For a long time the whereabouts of Vladyka’s
Relics were unknown. His Cathedral was de-
stroyed by the Bolsheviks in 1935. But in 2005
while the Dormition Cathedral was being rebuilt,
Vladyka’s Relics were discovered and today
they are venerated in the crypt Chapel of the
Cathedral. An Akathist to him has been com-
posed, which includes the request that, through
his prayers, the Lord might keep the “Russian
lands” safe from “schismatic false teachings
and heresies’. It reflects the determined efforts
of those dedicated to the fleeting messianic
ideology of the “eternal unity” of the “Russian
world” to preserve their political — and secular —
vision of human life upon this earth.

St. Sylvester (Ol'shevs’kyy), Archbishop of
Omsk, formerly Bishop of Pryluky, Vicar of Pol-
tava, does indeed provide a fascinating link
between the nations of Russia and Ukraine.
May his intercessory prayers, linked with those
of other similar Hieromartyrs, hasten the day of
peaceful, respectful and mutually beneficial
relations between these two neighbours, which
shall no longer be tainted by archaic messianic
imperialism.




