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HoBomMmyuyeHukn o. lNasso
n [lobpogivika IBaHHa
LiBankn

New Martyrs Fr. Paul and
Dobrodiyka Joanna
Szwajko

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw

kutash@unicorne.org

«Myu4eHuku cBaTii 3006y NOACLKOI
HeHaBUCTI CTpaXXaaHHAMU YECHUMU BU
3HMLLUNK, TUM | BiYHYIO cnaBy
HacnipgyBanu» (3 KoHaaka
HoBomMy4yeHukam XOnMCbKUM i
MignAacbkum).

Y Bennke CBATO YCMiHHSA
MpeceaToi boropoauui (28-ro cepnHs Ha
rpuropiaHcbkoMy kaneHgapi, a ue 15-ro
CeprHs Ha AiaHCbKOMY) MU TaKoX
CBSAATKYEMO NaM'aTb HOBOMy4YeHWUKIB 0.
Maena n Job6poainkn IBaHHK LLIBalikiB.
BoHn npuegHannca no Hawoi Bnagununui
CBOIMM CTpaxzaHHAaAMMU nicna Bianpasu
NiTyprii Ta XpelweHHsa goyku 6paTa-
CesuweHuka, 0. IeaHa 36'MopoBCbKOro.
Bin6ynocs ue B Mpa3sHuk Ii YcniHHa B p.
1943 B ceni NpaboBuui B parioHi
py6ewosa B MNonbLui, Ae ronoBHO

MeLlKanu yKpaiHui, SKUX 3BYTb JIeMKaMu.

O. MaBno Hapoausca B ceni
3a6010THiI B panoHi bpoais (CborogHi ue

“Holy Martyrs, you destroyed the malice
of human hatred by your sufferings, and
thus obtained eternal glory” (From the
Kontakion to the New Martyrs of Kholm
and Pidlyashya).

On the great Feastday of the Dormition
of the Mother of God (August 28 — Gregorian
Calendar which is August 15 on the Julian) we
also commemorate the New Martyrs Fr. Paul
and Dobrodiyka Joanna Szwajko. They joined
our Lady in their martyrdom after the
celebration of the Liturgy as well as the
Baptism of the daughter of a brother Priest, Fr.
John Zbiorowski. This took place on the
Feastday of Her Dormition in the year 1943 in
the village of Grabowiec in the Hrubieszow
district of Poland, largely inhabited by
Ukrainians known as Lemkos.

Fr. Paul was born in the village of
Zabolottsi in the district of Brody (today in
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B YKpaiHi) 1893 p., MOXNMBO came B TOM
A€eHb, KON NOro 3aMy4Yunsin Ha nie
CTOMITTA Mi3HiWwe, 3rigHO 3 OAHUM
nxepenoM. Lle ceno nam’atae KiHapaTta
LLsarky (pi3HoBMpA npizBuwa o. MNasna),
akun cnopyame ¢dirypy Cs. IBaHa
MpeaTteui 6ins cinbCbKOT KPUHULL. Ii
3HEC/IN KOMYHICTUYHI OKYMaHTU 1
3aKMHYNN 1T 4eCATUNITTAMMN MOMIX
byp’sHaMn Ha uBWHTapi, ane ii
BiAHOBW/IN 1 HAQHOBO NocBATUAN B 1987
p. I LWiNKOM NpaBubHO CTOITb BOHa 6ins
KpUHULI, B AKiN cBATATb Boay Ha
Mpa3Hunk borosiBneHHs (NO-HapogHOMY
WopaaH). yxe Moxnmeo, wo o. Maeno -
poand KiHgpaTa.

BinbwicTb HaceneHHsa okonuui o.
MaBna B Ti yacK nNpaeaonoAibHo 6ynu
yKpaiHUsMU-KaTonnkamm (K MmabyTb i
cboroaHi, 60 x N'poMaga yKpaiHCbKa
KaTonuubka, sika 6yna nosbaesneHa
3aXUCTY 3aKOHHOIO KOMYHICTUYHUMMU
OKyMnaHTaMu, Taku 3006yna nonepegHin
CTaH nicnga cnagky PaasHcekoi Imnepii).
Ta o. MNaBno noceatTmne cebe
MpaBocnas’io, AKe 3HaX0AMTbCS B LLEeHTpiI
YKpaiHCbKOro-KaToMLUbKOro CNoBifaHHS,
i BuawaB y CeMiHapito B KaTepuHocnas
(noro 3Banu CiyecnaBoM B 4yacu
YKkpaiHcbkoi HapogHoi Pecnybniku -
1917-1918 - a 3apa3 3BYTb
[JHinponeTpoBCbLKUM).

O. Naeno 3akiHumB CeMiHapito B
yepBHi 1918 a B 1923 oapyxuBcs 3
BMMYCKHUKOM EKOHOMiKK IBaHHOLO
NoToubkoto B ceni ai JIeB’ATUHCBKI B
paiioHi Kpem’aHui Ha BonuHi. Moro
BMCBSATUB Ha CaH [AMSKOHA a MOTIM i
CesweHuka Mutpononut [ioHicin B
BepecHi 1924 p. B XpaMi CB. IBaHa
Borocnosa B X0nMCbkOMY panoHi MNonbLyi
(ne ronoBHO MelKanu ykpainui). Moro
nepwa Mapadia 6yna B MNoTtoui FropHoOMYy
B binroparickomy paioHi Monbu,i.

B p. 1927 o. lNaBna npusHaumnm B
NeMKiBWMHY (B OCHOBHOMY €THiYHO
YKpaiHCbKy 4YacTuHy) B lMonbLi, y cena
CesaTkoBa Benuka ta dewHunus (painoHa
Acno). Y Tomy yaci 6arato nemkis

Ukraine), in 1893, possibly on the very day on
which he was martyred half a century later,
according to one source. The village
remembers Kindrat Shvayka (a variation of Fr.
Paul’s surname) who erected a statue of St.
John the Baptist by the village well. It was
pulled down by the Communist occupiers and
left for decades among the weeds in the
cemetery, until it was restored and re-
consecrated in 1987. It stands, most
appropriately, beside the well in which the
water is blessed on the Feast of Theophany
(popularly called “Yordan” by Ukrainians). Fr.
Paul was likely a relative of Kindrat.

The majority of the population in Fr.
Paul’s district was likely Ukrainian Catholic in
his day (as it probably is again today, since the
Ukrainian Catholic community, which was
placed outside the protection of the law by the
Communist occupiers, has regained its former
status with the fall of the Soviet Empire). Fr.
Paul dedicated himself to the Orthodoxy which
is at the heart of the Ukrainian Catholic
confession and attended Seminary in
Yekaterynoslav (called Sicheslav in the time of
Ukrainian National Republic —1917-1918 — and
now called Dnipropetrovsk).

Fr. Paul graduated from Seminary in
June of 1918 and, in 1923, married a graduate
of Economics, Joanna Lototsky, of the village of
Hayi Leviatyns’ki of the Kremyantsi region of
Volyn’. He was ordained a Deacon and, soon
after, a Priest by Metropolitan Dionysius, in
September of 1924, in the Church of St. John
the Theologian in the Kholm region of Poland
(primarily inhabited by Ukrainians). His first
Parish was in Potok Gorny in the Bilgoraj region
of Poland.

In 1927 Fr. Paul was assigned to the
Lemkivshchyna (primarily ethnically Ukrainian)
region of Poland, to the villages of Swigtkowa
Wielka and Desznica (Jasto district). This was a
time when many Lemkos were returning to the
Orthodox Faith of their ancestors. It was also a
time when the people of Poland, long




HaBepTanucsa Ha MpaBocnaB’s CBOiX
npeakiB. A TaKoX y TOM 4ac Hapoa
MonbLi, ska gosro 6yna nigkopeHa
IMnepii MockoBCbKilA, NoBepTaBCs A0
CBOEI iAEHTUYHOCTI, SIK BMPOAOBX Malxe
TUcsa4a pokiB 6yna 611M3bko 3B’A3aHa 3
LlepkBoto Pumcbkorw. Ha npauto o. lNMaBna
i oMy nogibHnx gnemnuncs 3
NiAO3PiHHSM @ TO 1 BOPOXO.

Y 1938, B 4aci BeMKOro TUCKY Ha
neMKiB NoKMHyTM MNpaBocnas’s i
NPUNHATK BigaaHicTb LlepkBi PUMCbKIl,
0. NaBna npusHaumnu Ha Mapadito B
ceni Cignucbkax Ha 3aMonwmHI. Le
CNyXiHHS BigbyBanocsa B HaA3BMYANHO
Hebe3neyHoMy yaci. BiH o6cnyrosyBsas
Mapadii B XoNMLWMKMHI, Ka Ha Tol 4yac
6yna B topucaukuii Bnagmku InapioHa
(OrieHka - ni3Hiwe MuTpononuTta
YkpaiHcbkoi NpaBocnaBHoOi LlepkBun B
KaHnagi). Mix HumMn 6yna 1 MNapadia B
CHsiTnyax. Moro Ta [Jo6poailiky IBaHHY
rpabysanu i 6unu, ane BoHU 30CTanmcs
BipHMMW CBOEMY MOKJIMKAHHIO Ta
CNYXiHHIO.

Y 1943 p. o. NaBna npusHa4nnm Ha
Mapadito B N'paboBuusX Ha
Mpyb6ewiBwmHi. I TaM Ha CBATO YCNiHHS,
6pyTanbHO HaKMHYlacsa Ha HbOro M Ha
MNoro Apy>XwWHy NosibCbKa NapTM3aHCbKa
rpyna, o4yosieHa I7Io3ec|30M CMmixom, akoro
Knnuka byna «UboHr>». Momyunnu ix
OKO0 roauHu yacy. lobpoaiika IBaHHa
rnomepna 3 KpoBoTeudi, a 0. lasna no
BCbOMY CTpaTUN KynaMu. MBHUM CniB
nagiHHSaM € npi3suLe figepa napTusaHis
«CMix», LLO HaTAKaE Ha Ty pajiCTb, Ky
OTPUMYIOTb Ti, WO, K Haw [ocnoab,
noMmmparoTb 3a Bipy. HasiTb Moro knnyka
«UbOHIM», WO O3HAYAE «LWHYPOK»
npuragy€e Ham, Lo BCe — 3B'A3aHe i
TPUMAETbCA AOKYNW MpOoBUAIHHAM
Jltobnsyoro bora, Wo BCce NpUBOANTL Ha
[06po aAns TMX, Wo nobnsts Moro
(PumngaH 8:28).

LLnsx Moseda nicns uiei macakpw
He 6yB Becenuin. BUSBNSETbCS, WO NOro
nepecnigyBanm KOMYHICTUYHI OKYNaHTU
MonbLi nicnsg BiiHWM. BoHM 1 3acTaBuian

subjugated to the Moscow Empire, were
restoring their distinct identity, which for
almost a millennium had been closely linked to
the Church of Rome. The work of Fr. Paul and
those like him were viewed with profound
suspicion and hostility.

In 1938, at a time of great pressure upon
the Lemkos to forsake Orthodoxy and accept
allegiance to the Church of Rome, Fr. Paul was
assigned to a Parish in the village of Siedliska in
the Zamosc region. His ministry came at a most
precarious time. He served Parishes in Kholm,
which was in the jurisdiction of Bishop llarion
(Ohiyenko — later, Metropolitan of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada). Among
these was the Parish in Sniatycze. He and
Dobrodiyka Joanna were robbed and beaten,
but they remained faithful to their vocation and
ministry.

In 1943 Fr. Paul was assigned to the
Parish in Grabowiec in the Hrubieszow district.
And there, on the Feast of the Dormition, he
and his wife were brutally attacked by a Polish
partisan group led by Jozef Smiech, whose
nickname was “Ciag”. They were tortured for
an hour or so. Dobrodiyka Joanna died from
loss of blood, while Fr. Paul was finally
dispatched by bullets. By a strange coincidence,
the partisan group’s leader’s name means
“laughter”, which actually hints at the joy
awaiting those who are, like our Lord, put to
death for their Faith. Even his nickname “Ciag”,
which means “string”, reminds us that
everything is linked and held together by the
Providence of a Loving God who brings
everything to good for those who love Him
(Romans 8:28).

Jozef’s path after this massacre was not
a happy one. He seems to have been
persecuted by the Communist occupiers of
Poland after the war. They prevailed upon him
to work for them as a double agent among
those Polish patriots who yearned for freedom
from their yoke and it appears that he died in




Moro npautoBaTh Ans HUX 9K NOABINHUIN
areHT MoMiX MoJIbCbKMMU NaTpioTamu,
SKi NparHyaun 3BiNbHEHHSA Bif IXHbOIro
ApMa, i 34a€TbCA, WO BiH NoMep y
6e3uecri.

A HATOMICTb XXepTBu 1oro, o.
Masno n Jobpoainika IBaHHa,
TOPXECTBEHHO NMPOro0CUIN
nepemMoxusmMmn B Xopi CBATUX Y YepBHS
2003 p. nig4ac konocansHoro Cesarta. B
SAKOMY MPUWHANM y4YacTb i NpeacTaBHUKKU
nosibCbkKoro Ypsaay ta PuMo-KaTonmubKoi
Llepksu.

XPUCTUAHU HE KOHYE OYiKYIOTb
cnpaBeasiMBoOCTI Y/ NepeMoru B
Cy4YacHoMy 4aci. byBae He pa3 HaBMnaku:
[obpi noan cTpaxkaatoTb a 31i Have 6 To
MaloTb YCMiXM — Ha NeBHUI yac. Ta
icTopis nokasye HaM, Wwo Ao6pux
OCTaTO4YHO Take ONpaBAYOTb | CBATKYIOTb
— He piAKo BXe Micns Toro, SK BOHU BXe
NOKMHYN LEeN CBIT — Ha4ve 6 To
nepeMoxeHnumMmm. KputmyHa ans Hac
cnpaBa — TpuMaTucs Bipu, sk 0. MNaenio n
Jobpogpinka IBaHHa — BiflbHUMWK Big rHiBY
Ta 37106u. XpMCTOC, WO Ai€ B HaC i B yCiX,
XTO Nto6uTb Moro, MEPEMATAE!

disgrace.

His victims, Fr. Paul and Dobrodiyka
Joanna, on the other hand, were solemnly
proclaimed victors in the choir of Saints in June
of 2003, in a massive celebration which
included representatives of the government of
Poland and the Roman Catholic Church.

Christians ought not necessarily to look
for justice or victory in this present time-line. In
fact, it is very often the case that good people
suffer while the evil appear to prevail —for a
time. History shows us, however, that the good
are always exonerated and celebrated — quite
often after they have already departed the
world, apparently in defeat. It is crucial that we,
like Fr. Paul and Dobrodiyka Joanna, hold on in
faith —and in innocence of rancor or malice.
Christ, working in us and in all who love and
serve Him, CONQUERS!




