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Volodymyr
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«SIKWO TN, He NOoCNyXaBLUM MEHe, 3aXoueLl
Bnacri, i craHew €nuckonom um IrymeHoMm, To
niagnagelw NpPokAATTIO a He 6/1arocNIoBeHH10. >

Ha 23-ro TpaBHS 3a rpuyropiaHcbkum
KaneHaapem (ue — 10-ro TpaBHS 3a AISHCbKUM — i
B uboMy 2010 p, cniBnagae 3 M’'aTnaecaTHuuetro),
MW CBSATKYEMO NMaM’siTb Wwe 0AHOro MoABMXKHUK
(AckeTa) paHHbOI KuiBcbkoi Llepkeu. Lle — Cs.
CumoH, MoHax Kneso-lMeuepcbkoi JlaBpw, WO cTas
nepwunM ENMCKONOM HOBO-COTBOPEHOI Enapxii
Bonognmupcbkoi (Ha piyudi Knasbma) i
Cy3aanbCbKoi.

CUMOH Hapoamscs npmubnaunsHo B p. 1166 i
ctaB YeHueM y Kueo-lMeyepchbkin JlaBpi, 3 sikowo
BiH 3aBXAaun octaBcs rnmMboko 3B'A3aHuM. Y 1206 p.
oro npmsHaumnum Ha IrymeHa MoHacTtups PisgBa
MpeceaToi Boropoaunui B HOBOMY MicTi Bonoanmmpi-
Ha-KnasbMi (3acHOBaHe MeHLW YMM CTO pPOKiB Nepej
M -y 1108, B3sBLWM iM's Biag Bennkoro KHass
KuiBcbkoro, Bonognmupa MoHomaxa).

Y 1215 p. BiH NpUHAB ANPEKTUBY
Benukoro KHaszs BonoguMmupcekoro, Opis 11
BceBononoBuya, akuii 6axaB COTBOPUTU HOBY
€napxito — Bonoanmupceky, Cy3ganbCcbky,
lOp’iBCbKy i TapycbKy — W06 3eMni, SKMMK BiH
BOMIOAIB 6ynu HesanexHuMu Big €nmckona
PocToBCbKOro, i ctaB nepwuM ii Ennckonom. Koam

and make yourself a Bishop or an Abbot, then
you shall come under a curse and not a
blessing.”

On May 23 on the Gregorian Calendar
(which is May 10 on the Julian - this year, 2010, it
coincides with Pentecost) we celebrate the memory
of another “Podvyzhnyk” (Ascetic) of the early
Kyivan Church. It is St. Simon, a Monk of the Kyivan
Caves Lavra who became first Bishop of the newly-
created diocese of Volodymyr (on the Klyaz’'ma
River) and Suzdal’.

Simon was born approximately in the year
1166 and became a Monk in the Kyivan Caves Lavra
to which he was always profoundly attached. In
1206 he was made Abbot of the Nativity of the
Theotokos Monastery in the new city of Volodymyr-
on-the-Klyaz’'ma (which was founded less than a
century before — in 1108, taking its name from the
Great Knyaz’ of Kyiv, Volodymyr Monomakh).

In 1215, he accepted the directive of the
Great Knyaz’ of Volodymyr, George II
Vsevolodovych, who wished to form a new Eparchy -
of Volodymyr, Suzdal’, Yuryev and Tarus - so that
the lands he ruled might be independent of the
Bishop of Rostov, and became its first Bishop. When
George’s elder brother Constantine drove George
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lOpis ctapwwuii 6pat, KocTaHTWH, BUrHas tOpis 3
Bonognmupa, Ce. CMUMOH cynpoBoA)aB Moro B
1noro BTeui A0 pigHOro nMomy Micta Paausinosa Ha
BonuHi.

KocTaHTUH ckopo nom’skwas i CUMOH
nosepHyBcs 3 IOpiem Ao Bonoanmmnpa 3HoBy
06HATK cBOi ApXxinacTnpcbki 060B’a3kn. Benukunit
KHA3b Tak rnnboko noBaxkaeB CBOro €nvckona, Lo
BiH 6yB roToBMiA BiAKPpUTK We oaHY Enapxito ans
noro 6pata-YeHus 1 apyra, Monikapna 3 Jlaspw.
Ta cam CB. CMMOH Bigrosopms 1oro, Bbayarouu, Wwo
Monikapna 6axaHHsa Ennckoncbkoro MpecTtony
rnpuHece AyXOBHOI WKOAM @ HE KOPUCTI AN NOoro
npusiTens. Moro cepaeyuHnii nUCT [0 cBoro 6paTa-
MoHaxa ctaB BcTyrnom Ao llarepuka Kneso-
lNeyepcbkoi Jlaspu.

Cnosa CB. CMMOHa [0 Woro apyra 3By4yaTb
pi3KO: «SKLWO TW, HE NOC/TyXaBLWu MeHe, 3axo4eLl
BNacTi, i cTaHew €nuckonom 4n IrymeHoMm, To
nignagew npoknATTio a He 6narocnoBeHHo». Ta
Aobpe HaMm npuragaTtu TyT 3aysary Llaps
ConoMoHa: «IM060i KOXaHOoro BipHICTb MOKa3yoTb,
a B HEHABUCHMKA NOUINYHKN YnucneHHi» (Mputyi
27:6). CumoH TypbyBaBcs cnpasxXHiM 406pobyTom
Monikapna paalle YnMM KOro MUPCbKUM CTaTycoM. €
6araTo crnokyc, a He TilbKW BEIMKMIA NOTeHUian Ha
[06po, y BNaai HagaHin AyxoBHUM NPOBiAHMKAM.

CB. CMMOH NpoAOBXY€E NoAaBaTU KOPUCHI
npuknaan, onosigayn nNpo XuTra YeHuis Jlaspu,
o6 36ya)KyBaTu cripary Ha CMUPEHHS i CBATICTb
0COBUCTOro XUTTA y CBOro Apyra — Ta B YCiX, fKi
unTalTb flatepuk. BiH NMOBTOPIOE nepesary
NPOCTOro XMUTTA YeHus Haf CKNaAHUM XUTTAM
€nuckona — Ta ue ToW Wsx, No SKOMy BiH cam
MyciB iTM B nocnyxy ao Mocnoga i Moro Liepksu.

Bianosigae 3maraHHs CMMOHa OCSArHYTU
CMUPEHHS Te, WO BiH BiAMOBASBCS NPUIAHATH
rnoYyecTb CXMMWU — HAMBULLOI HAaropoan YepHeyoi —
aXxk Ao Hasedip’a (9/22 TpaBHA 1226 p.) 1oro
BIMOKOEHHSA B ['OCnoAi B AeHb, KOIM MU MOro
noMuHaemo. € maTtepian A0 OCMUC/IEHHA B TOMY,
LLIO He 30BCiM SICHO Te, Ae caMe Cro4YMBaloTb MOro
Moui. MepeBa>kHO MOMUHAKOTb MOro NOMIX
OTusaMu, akux Mouwi cnoumsatoTb Y BanxHix
(AHTOHiEBMX) Meuepax Kneso-lNeyepcbkoi JlaBpu.
Ta KuiBcbKa EHUmKIoneaia Ha IHTepHeTi
3ayBaXxye, Wo Ton CMMOH, sikoro Molwi
cnoymBaloTb y unx Meyepax — AaBHIWMA YroaHUK,
AKui 6yB EnMckonom PocToBCbKMM a Toh CUMOH,
AKOro NnoMnHaemo 10/23 TpaBHSA 6yB MOXOPOHEHUW
B YcneHcbkoMy Cobopi B BonoanMupi-Ha —Knasbmi

Hexawn »xe CuMmoH, IHok Kneso-leuepcbkoi
Naepwu i nepwunin €Ennckon BonoanMMUpCbKNA i
Cy3panbcbkuii (rpaBlopy sikoro 3 17-ro Biky Mu
MOAAEMO) NOAACTb HAM HAaTXHEHHS CBOIMMU
MonuTBamu Ta NPUKIAA0OM XUTU CTapaHHUM i
CMUPEHHMM XUTTAM y [ocnogi. AMiHb.

from Volodymyr, St. Simon accompanied him in his
flight to his native town of Radivilov in Volyn'.

Constantine soon relented and Simon
returned with George to Volodymyr to resume his
archpastoral duties. So profoundly did the Great
Knyaz’ respect his Bishop that he was prepared to
set up another Eparchy for his fellow-Monk and
friend, Polikarp of the Lavra. It was St. Simon
himself who dissuaded him, perceiving that
Polikarp’s desire for the Episcopal throne would be
spiritually harmful rather than beneficial to his
friend. His heartfelt letter to his brother-Monk
formed the beginning of the Patericon of the Kyivan
Caves Monastery.

St. Simon’s words to his friend seem harsh:
“If you, disobeying me, come to desire power, and
make yourself a Bishop or an Abbot, then you shall
come under a curse and not a blessing.” However,
we do well to recall King Solomon’s observation:
“Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but the kisses of
an enemy are deceitful” (Proverbs 27:6). Simon’s
concern was for Polikarp’s true welfare rather than
his worldly status. There is a great temptation as
well as great potential for good in the power
accorded to spiritual leaders.

St. Simon continues to provide helpful
examples relating stories from the lives of the Monks
of the Lavra so as to stimulate a thirst for humility
and holiness of life in his friend - and in all who read
the Patericon. He repeats his own preference for the
simple life of a Monk rather than the complex life of
a Bishop - which is the path he himself must walk in
obedience to the Lord and His Church.

It is in keeping with Simon’s striving for
humility that he did not accept the dignity of the
schema - the highest award for a Monk - until the
eve (May 9/22, 1226) before his repose in the Lord
on the day we commemorate him. There is food for
thought in the fact that the resting place of his Relics
is not entirely clear. It is common to commemorate
him among the Fathers whose Relics repose in the
Near Caves of St. Anthony in the Kyivan Caves
Lavra. Yet the Kyivan on-line Encyclopedia notes
that the Simon whose Relics are in these Caves is an
earlier Saint who was Bishop of Rostov, and that the
St. Simon whom we commemorate on May 10/23
was interred in the Dormition Cathedral in
Volodymyr-on-Klyaz’'ma

May St. Simon, Monk of the Kyivan Caves
Lavra, and first Bishop of Volodymyr and Suzdal’, a
17" century engraving of whom we present, inspire
us by his prayers and example to live diligent and
humble lives in the Lord. Amen.
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