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CB. bnaroBipHni KHA3b
SlpocnasB, y XpeLweHHi
KoHCcTaHTHH, i ioro girm,
CBsiti Muxain ta Teogop,
Mypomcbki Yypgorsopuyi

Right-believing Yaroslav, in
Baptism Constantine, and his
children Sts. Michael and
Theodore, Wonderworkers of
Murom

Fr. IThor Kutash - o. Irop Kyram

kutash@unicorne.org

~1I BiH MaB e o4HOro, CMHa ynbneHoro.
HaocTtaHOK nocsaB i TOro BiH A0 HUX i
cka3as: NocopomasaTbCcAa cMHa moro!”
(Mapka 12:6)

Ha 3-ro 4epBHS 3a rpyropigsHCbKUM
kaneHaapem (uUe 21-ro TpaBH4 3a
HONIAHCBKMM) MU CBATKYEMO NaM’sdATb
MypomMcbknx Yypoteopuis, CB. KHA34
dpocnaBa i noro cuHiB, Mmnxaina n Teogopa.
ix, neBHO, came B LEl A€Hb NOMUHAKOTL TOMY,
wo ue Takox CeATo PiBHOanoctonbHux, CB.
Llaps KoHcTaHTMHa Ta Martepi 1ioro, Cs.
€neHn. A Cs. dpocnaBsa, npaBHyka CB.
Bonognmnpa Benukoro, sBHyka CB. fpocnasa
Myaporo (SKoro B CKaHAWHABCbKUX carax
3HatoTb nig iMmeHem ,Apicnid Kynbrasuin”),
cnHa CeaTtocnasa (yci nosuwi 6ynm Bennkmmum
KHsa3aMn KniBCcbknmmn), oxpectmnm
KOHCTaHTUMHOM, OTOX BiH Y LEeN AeHb
CcBSATKyBaB cBoro HebecHoro MNMokpoButens

3rigHO 3 po3noBiaAo NMpo LMX
MypoMcCbkmx YyanoTBOpLiB Ha CauTi:

XpamMm Ycix YKpaiHCbkux Ceartmnx, KHsaxa
Paga, wo Bigbynacsa B M. Jliobeuyi B

“Therefore still having one son, his
beloved, he also sent him to them last,
saying, ‘They will respect my son.”” (Mark
12:6)

On June 3 on the Gregorian Calendar
(which is May 21 on the Julian) we
commemorate the Wonderworkers of Murom,
the Holy Knyaz’ Yaroslav and his sons, Michael
and Theodore. They are, most likely,
commemorated on this day because it is also
the Feastday of the Equals-to-the-Apostles,
Saints Constantine the Emperor and his
mother, St. Helena. Yaroslav, great-grandson
of St. Volodymyr the Great, grandson of St.
Yaroslav the Wise (known in Norse sagas as
Jarisleif the Lame), son of Svyatoslav (all of the
above held the distinguished post of Great
Knyaz’ of Kyiv), was baptized Constantine and
thus commemorated his Patron Saint on this
day.

According to an article on these
Wonderworkers of Murom (in Ukrainian):

XpamMm Ycix YkpaiHcbkux Ceartux, the Council
of the Knyazi held in the town of Lyubech, in
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YepHiriecbkinn obnacti B 1097 p., Ha3Hauuna
KHa3a ApocnaBa CeBATOCNaBMYa BONOAITM HaA
3emsielo MypomcbKoto (CbOroAHi Le YacTuHa
Pocincbkoi ®enepadii). MewkaHui ii 6ynn
diHCcbKi nneMeHa: Mypoma (Big 4oro noxoauTb
iM's uiei ctropoHn), Mepst Ta MopaBa. Mypom
paHilwe Hanexas [0 3eMefb, SKUMKW BOSIOAIB
KHs3b YepHiriBCcbkuin (CTapuMHHE MICTO B
YKpaiHi).

Hapoa MypoMCbKuin CkiiagaBcs 3
rnepekoHaHUX SAI3UYHUKIB, SIKi aX HisiK He
6axkanu niakopaTncs XpnucTMaHCbKoMy
KHsa3esi. 3rigHo 3 noBuLoo po3snosiaato C..
KHA3b Apocnas BMPIlWUMB MPUMUPUTU CBOIX
ynepTux NigBnagHUX XecToM, SKUN Haragye
xecT N'ocnogaps y MNputdi Mocnoaa Icyca
Xpucta npo BuHapiB Ta BuHorpagHuka (Mapka
12:1-12). MNpencraBHUKK HaceneHHsa 6ynu
npunwnu nepecrepertn KHass, wob BiH
3abpascsa 60 nompe. A KHa3b Bianosis: ,4
npmnbye A0 Bac y noboBi, 3 BIAKPUTUM CepLEM.
A — Baw KHA3b i 6axato BaM Tinbkn aobpa”. 1
ToAi AoAaBs, WO BiH Ha HACTYMHUIA A€Hb Nowne
00 HUX CBOro MoJsioAworo cuHa 6e3 36poi, gk
3HakK noro Aobpoi BOMi A0 HUX.

I 6aTbkM 1 CMHU NPOBENN TY HiY Y
MonuTtsi. A paHo BpaHLUi, 9K MW CXOAWUIIO
coHue, KHA3eBn4Y Muxacb, sskomy 6ynol2 um
13 niT BiKY, BUpPYLWMKB MilLKKN B MIiCTO MypoM.
Moro 06amnuus casno Bipolo Ta YMCTOTOK
IOHOro cepus. Hapoa MypoMcbkuii 6yB
rnMboKo 3BOpYLUEHMNN TaKUM BUOOBULLEM | BXe
CXUNSNNCS MPUNHATM MOro Ta noro 6aTbka,
iXHbOro KHa34. Ta NOMiXK HMX 3HANLWOBCS
XTOCb 3 KaM'sHUM cepueM. Moro cTpina
rnosieTina i npowwuna Tino Ceatoro tOHaka.
KHsa)Xnin ABip i MillaHW pa3oM axHyau 3 xaxy!
BoHu BHecnu Tino CB. KHA3eBMYa B MICTO i
MPUNHSAIKN horo 6aTbka TaKOX.

Ta y 93nYHKKIB BCe OHO OCTasnocs
Benuke HebakaHHS nigkopaTucsa KHazesi i
TOMY HOBOMY XWUTTi, IKOro BiH iM MPUHOCKB.
Mepen KHazem ApocnaBoM Hezabapom
3'9BMBCS UM HAaTOBMN BOMOBHUYUMX — i
036poeHnx - mypomuie. CB Apocnas Taku
BUpIWMB 3yCTPiTH IX 3 MonuTBOIO Ta
npeuiHHOK CcTapoBUHHOK IkoHOK BoXoi
MaTepi, wo npuHic 6yB 3 coboto 3 YepHirosa.
(Cnuncok ui€i 4ygoTBOpHOI IkoHM 3pobnenHnii B
18-My BiUi MM 1 NOAAEMO Ha Halwin Beb-
cTopiHui). I ctanocs aneo! A3nyHMKK BRanu
Ha KoniHa nepea IkoHolO i nonpocunu
XpeweHHsA. Le XpeweHHa mypomuis Cs.
fpocnaBoM Biabynocs Hauye Komiew XpeLleHHs
Hapoay Kuesa 988 p. noro npaaiaom Cs.

the Chernihiv oblast’, in 1097, designated
Knyaz’ Yaroslav Svyatoslavych (son of
Svyatoslav) to reign over Murom (today part of
the Russian Federation). Its inhabitants were
the Finnish tribes of Muroma (which gave the
land its name), Merya and Mordva. Murom had
earlier belonged to the lands ruled by the
Knyaz’ of Chernihiv.

The folk of Murom were determined
pagans who were most unwilling to obey a
Christian Knyaz'. According to the above article,
Knyaz’ Yaroslav determined to win over his
reluctant subjects by a gesture reminiscent of
the one described by Jesus in the Parable of the
Tenants and the Vineyard (Mark 12:1-12). He
told the representatives of the inhabitants who
had come to warn him to depart or die: I have
come to you in love, with an open heart. I am
your Knyaz' and wish you well.” He then told
them that the next day he would send his
younger son to them unarmed, as a sign of his
benevolent intent towards them.

The night was spent in prayer by both
parents and sons. And the next day at dawn
Prince Michael, 12 or 13 years of age, walked
towards the city, his face shining with faith and
purity of heart. The people of Murom were truly
moved by this sight and were ready to receive
and accept him and his father, their Knyaz’. But
there was found among them one inhabitant
with a stony heart. His arrow flew and pierced
the holy youth. Both the princely retinue and
the city folk cried out in horror. They brought in
the body of the Prince and received his father
as well.

Nonetheless there was still great
reluctance on the part of the pagans to
surrender to the Knyaz’ and the new way of life
he would bring. It was not long before he found
himself facing a crowd of militant — and armed
- Murom folk. St. Yaroslav decided to greet
them with prayer and the precious Icon of the
Mother of God he had brought with him. (A
copy of this miraculous Icon made in the 18
century is reproduced on our website.) A
surprising thing happened! The militants fell on
their knees before the Icon and asked for
Baptism. The Baptism of the people of Murom
by St. Yaroslav was like a replay of the Baptism
of the people of Kyiv in 988 by his great-
grandfather, St. Volodymyr the Great.

According to the Parable as related by
St. Matthew (21:33-42) Jesus asks His listeners
what the Owner of the Vineyard would do with




Bonoaummpom Benmkunm.

3rigHo 3 noBuwWo MpuTyelo, 3a
nepekasomM Ce. MaTtBida (21:33-42) Nocnogb
Icyc 3anutas CBOIX cnyxadiB npo Te, 9K, Ha iX
OYMKY, BiArykHeTbcs flocnogap
BuHorpagHunka, AKomMy BUHapi BiAMOBUANCA
BiaAaTv nnoam Moro BuHorpaaHuka Ta e i
no6bunu Ta nos6usanu Moro Cnyris Ta CuHa.
Cnyxaui Bignosinu: ,3n104mnHuiB norybutb
XXOPCTOKO, BuHOrpagHuka x Bigaactb iHWKUM
BMHapsM, Wo 6yayTb Nioan siaaasaTn Momy
cBoevacHo.” Bnagnka Bacuniin (OcbopH),
€nunckon CepriiBCbKkui1, y Nponosiai Ha U0
MpuTtuy, aky Buronocms B Okcdopai 2001 p.,
yepes 10 aHIB Nnepen HanaAoM Ha CBITOBMIA
Toproeuii LeHTp y Hio Mopky, 3ayBaxye, wwo
ue Ti cnyxadi, ki BHeCnu rHiB, Hacunnsa Ta
CMepTb Y 3aKiH4YeHHsa MNpuTyi — i UMM cammnm
HaK/IMKanu Takun xe ocyg Ha cebe,

OTteub HebecHuin, Akoro ob’aBnse
ceiToBi N'ocnoab Icyc Xpucrtoc, He Tak CyauTb
rpilWHuMKIB. BiH iX wykae. BiH iM npolwae Ta ix
npuMuptoe 3 Cob0to, KON BOHU KalTbCS — i
BiAKPMBAE iM NOKaHHSA ABepi (@ BOHMK,
3BMYalHO, MyCaTb cami 4o6pOoBiNbHO YBINTU
HMUMKU A0 HbOro). Apocnas, AKOro 4acTto
Ha3mBaTb KOHCTAHTUHOM, | NOrO CUHUM,
Muxain Ta Teonop, CBOIM XUTTAM BUSBUNN
noboe OTua HebecHoro, Tak Kk BOHM 6ynu ii
Big4ynn Ta npunHsanam B Icyci XpucTi.

CB. fApocnaB (KOHCTaHTWH)
MypoMcbkuin ynokoiscsa B bosi B 1129 p.,
nicnsa [oBoAi A4OBroro BONoAiHHA - 32 niT. Moro
HeTniHHMM MowamM, pa3om 3 Mowamm nmoro
CuHiB, NOK/IOHAIOTLCA A0 HUHI B XpaMi
BnarosilweHHs, HABKOJIO SKOr0 3HAaX0AUTbLCS M
MoHacTup y M. Mypomi. Ix npocnasunu B xopi
Ceatux B p. 1547, nicng Toro, ik 4yepes HUx
cTtanocs 6araTo 4yya — siKi NpoAOBXatTbCA 1
00 HUHI.

the tenants who had refused to give Him the
fruits of His Vineyard and killed His servants
and His Son. They respond: “He will destroy
those wicked men miserably, and lease His
vineyard to other vinedressers who will render
to him the fruits in their seasons.” Bishop Basil
of Sergievo, preaching on this Parable in Oxford
10 days prior to the attack on the World Trade
Center, notes that it is these listeners who
introduced anger, violence and death into the
conclusion of the Parable - in effect,
proclaiming such judgment upon themselves.

The Father, Whom Jesus reveals to the
world, does not so judge sinners. He seeks,
forgives and reconciles penitents - first opening
the way for their repentance (which they, of
course, must freely choose or reject). St.
Yaroslav - who is often called St. Constantine -
and his sons, Sts. Michael and Theodore,
manifest the love of the Father as they
experienced and received it in Jesus.

St. Yaroslav (Constantine) of Murom
reposed in the Lord in 1129, after a relatively
long reign of 32 years. His incorrupt Relics,
together with those of his sons, are venerated
to this day in the Church of the Annunciation
which is part of a Monastery in Murom. They
were canonized in 1547 after working many
miracles which continue to this day.




